® 


Vol. IV_ 


issued we 


ekly at 
B15 Sixteenth St. N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 


teelworkers ' 


T-H Injunction Won’t Work 


Second Class Postage Pald at Washington, D. C.. 


WCQ 


Saturday, October 17, 1959 


arn Board ] 


Sec.-Treas. I. W. Abel. 


SPOKESMEN FOR STEELWORKERS present their case before Board of Inquiry headed by Dr. 
George W. Taylor and named by Pres. Eisenhower under the Taft-Hartley Act’s national emergency 
provisions. Left to right are Arthur J. Goldberg, USWA general counsel, Pres. David J. McDonald, 
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In Auto, Aircraft: 


the defensive. 


UAW Boosts Dues 


To Launch Drive 


By Saul Miller 


Atlantic City, N. J—The 1,150,000-member Auto Workers are 
set to launch a major organizing drive backed by a $2-a-month dues 
increase and a determination to help get the labor movement off 


The target, said UAW Pres. Walter P. Reuther, re-elected to an 


eighth term as leader of the largest 
wnion in the AFL-CIO, is the hun- 
dreds of thousands of white collar 
workers in the auto and aircraft 
industries and the runaway shops 
seeking to avoid unionization. 
Reuther said that a 50-cent-a- 
month increase in per capita to the 
UAW will be used to wipe out 


Retail Clerks Vote | 
$100,000 Steel Aid 


The Retail Clerks execu- 
tive board has voted a $100,- 
000 contribution to the Steel- 
workers’ strike relief fund— 
and has set up machinery to 
boost the amount through 
contributions by RCIA mem- 
bers and locals, 

RCIA James A. Suf- 
fridge has also sent a tele- 
gram to each of the union’s 
500 locals urging them to give 
full support at the local level 
to labor’s goal of one hour’s 
pay a month to back up the 
steel strikers. 


internal deficits of over $1 million 
stemming from the 1958 recession 
and to mount an organizing drive 
that will help to get the trade union 
movement off “dead center.” 

The UAW will use “to maxi- 
mum effectiveness the additional 
income voted by our delegates in 
a broad .and hard-hitting cam- 
paign of organization, of pro- 
tecting and extending collective 
bargaining gains and putting still 
greater emphasis on education, 
legislative and citizenship activi- 
ties,” Reuther said. 

He pointed out that the UAW 
has within its jurisdiction “a large 
area of potential organization . . 
there are 250,000 white collar 
workers alone in need of organiza- 
tion. This number is increasing in 
proportion to the whole as new and 
more productive téchnological 
processes are introduced. 

Reuther said the “powerfully fi- 
nanced assault by big business on 
the living and working standards 

(Continued on Page 12) 


Hayes Raps 
Jobless Aid 
‘Strangling’ 


Charleston, S. C.—Machin- 
ists’ Pres. Al J. Hayes has pub- 
licly charged both state unem- 
ployment agencies and business 
lobbies with “strangling” unem- 
ployment compensation. 

Hayes leveled his charges here 
before unemployment adminis- 
trators gathered for a meeting of 
the Interstate Conference of Em- 
ployment Security Agencies. 


Single System Asked 
The recent AFL-CIO convention 
in a resolution urged overhauling 
the jobless insurance system into 
a single federal system and, pend- 
ing that, adoption of federal mini- 
mum standards on benefits, dura- 
tion and other items. ; 
‘In his address, Hayes bluntly 
told the officials: j 
@ Too many state unemploy- 
ment officials have been blocking 
jobless pay improvements, 
@ Many state unemployment 
agencies appear to hunt for legal 


*| technicalities to deny claims of the 


unemployed. eee 
@ Eniployers through lobbying 
in state legislatures have driven 
down taxes supporting jobless pay 
funds until they now pay about 
one-third what they did 20 years 
ago. - : : 
@ The experience rating system 
under which an. employer pays 
(Continued on Page 4) 


‘| if union members were forced back¢ 
i|to work for 80 days under a Taft- 


| UAW Plans Major Organizing Drive 
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Meany Declares 
‘Justice’ is Need 


Representatives of 500,000 striking Steelworkers and of the en- 
tire AFL-CIO have told a presidential Board of Inquiry that the 


union. 


| key issue in the steel strike is management’s attempt to crush the 


They warned that the government would play management's game 


Hartley injunction just when the 
steel companies for the first time 
feel the economic pinch of the 
walkout. 

Forcing the workers back to 
work under a Taft-Hartley in- 
junction, USWA Pres. David J. 
McDonald said, would “settle 
nothing.” He said it would be a 
“truce,” not peace, and indicated 
the strike might have to be re- 
sumed when the injunction period 
ended. ~- 


The three-member board, headed 
by Dr. George W. Taylor, con- 
ducted public hearings at which 
union and management officials 
presented their positions. The 
board also met privately with both 
sides\in an announced effort to 
mediate the dispute. 

Midway in the hearings, Taylor 
said it would be “a miracle of the 
first order” if a settlement were 
negotiated before the board’s then- 
deadline of Oct. 16. He _ subse- 
quently asked and received permis- 
sion to delay the report to Pres. 
Eisenhower until Oct. 19. 


McDonald opened two days of 
union testimony before the Taft- 
Hartley Act panel with a charge 
that the steel industry “has deter- 


union must be brought to its knees.” 


“The real issue in this strike and 
the only issue,” he said, “is whether 
they will achieve this goal.” 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
declared in a letter to Taylor 
that it would be “immoral” 
for the government to intervene 
when the economic pressure is 
on the company after the work- 
ers had borne the brunt of the 
dispute while stockpiled steel was 
being used up. 

Charging the struck steel com- 
panies with having contributed to 
inflation through their pricing pol- 
icies and declaring that the union’s 
demands could easily be met from 
the industry’s huge profits, Meany 
called on the board to “render a 
report which makes it clear to the 
American worker that he can ex- 
pect justice from his government 
even when that government is 
armed with an anti-worker weap- 
on” in the Taft-Hartley Act. 

Declaring the Steelworkers have 
the complete support “of every 
member of organized labor,” 
Meany said “whatever they need, 
be it money or manpower or sup- 
port of any kind, I pledge they will 
receive—for justice is on their 
side.” 

Taylor, after hearing opening 


mined from the beginning that the 


Drop in Unemployment 


(Continued on Page 3) 


‘Less than Expected’ 


Unemployment again has fallen “less than expected” to 3.2 


million as of mid-September, according to the Labor Dept.’s 

monthly report on the job situation, Ee 
The rate of unemployment, adjusted for seasonal variations, edged 

upward for the third straight month. It was 5.6 percent for mid- 


September, compared to 5.5 per-®— 


cent for August, 5.1 percent for 
July and 4.9 percent for June and 
May. - 

Employment followed a seasonal 
change in dropping by 900,000 to 
66.3 million as Jarge numbers of 
Students left the labor force to re- 
turn to school, according to the 
report. 

The actual decline in the unem- 
ployed totaled 196,000 compared 
to the expected drop of about 250,- 
000. A Labor Dept. spokesman 
called the difference “insignificant” 


in statistical terms. 


The department in its press 
release attributed the steady rise 
in the seasonally-adjusted jobless 
‘rate to the effects of the steel 
strike. Layoffs in steel-using in- 
dustries were “a major™factor” 
im the increase, the department 
said. 

The jobless rate in 1959 never 
has been reduced to pre-recession 
levels. The adjusted rate rose from 
a 1957 low of 3.9 percent in March 
to 4.5 percent in September of that 
year as the nation moved into re- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


tarymn nt 
WYOMIN 


at 


“ i 
Oe ite GER ee, LTR yo EEG, we ~ 
5) Sa aa ay te ie DORE EEE Eye Poa Sa ans Me Saleg Seer eee. TR ae Le 
ee a pas ee Gg, tea ak Pec aed Re ne > 
ieee Se Gt ra 
“ 
int . B : ms mt at . 
: : ; : 
a 
’ : x * ‘ 
> iam : 
‘ + 7 Lis bd SSSSST : : ~ 
2% ten. « | tt yyy thy > 
3 ty, YH, Yy yyy y ‘ Bid 
n, Y tig ’ Ge (Zl ti ty ey ty WATTLE 
. epg Z Z Y Z Z GAZ tht * r! 
| y fa Y YOURS EF Ziv , 
> - ty gy Z Z : 3 ; 
c~, YY Yj Zo i Yj Yj | 
, ti | ZY tH Bes BAT: Y title Yj Z Z : Uy Y ; : ; : 
se: “3 G Z ti tity yyy tj Yj Uj, Yy Y gt SEAN 
wm) ee “YX GY Z tj, ty ¥ ss thjj : YY Y 3 WY 3 Uj Y i ; 
§ tj GY Z Ve YY, tittle tl Ay Uy Ae GY : 
< v 4YtjyiZF Z “YY; - ey G Z UY Yt; GNGITLZ 
| ars Yj) Z yy | Va Vay ZYUIG42Z7| ZB GY - 
ay psi UP PRAT ty U7, Yj, Z ZY Z2#Zi GZ ts. Ie ies 
tity Yj Z ’ Y “ye ae Z Y e yy ty Y, GZ Y, th oO ey, ite #4 ie , 
a 4 Vp UY Ze Z i J Z Uy tj Z WY, eZ ! GZ Gey ' » ay ae 
y ee “i Vy. Y g i, Y g ty 5 “GY GG. iia a ee U i 7 a 
WM Pog weit. . Yj Z Yi YYjpypyyv9; ‘BiG Z GY ; a. we — Lod u i me ag oe 
. ee ere | ean. Ths Ne, on 
ar . : 7 oO. Sala 
eee: ; ee 
eee: Saiki ke 
iy OF 
-s 
oP lis 
m 
ie: 
pee 
i ete 
Bu ae 
fe ee 
Erne eu 
ed Be ie: eatcas ae BS ARSRORUEE TR ears 5 Taek Scala th: Gaile eh onerh nis Ge a aes ALE an en A Sn Sica Wan An. eas. See im 
ene p Seer Bese eS Se eS 3 29 :-* 
e eee: £ RO RR Se Bas a ee xe : 8: as pak: ee ae ae mg — che 
eee Bea 33 2 3. S eaes SRE See eras ere ree a ete cease Se a See RR a aa Se. aaa: . a ee . aa is oe 
fier Ges, fk a RRS ai ee Re a RR Roe See Be RR oe ae Sa ee Shae Bo Ue 
Hee coe. < 2 oe ee eras RS a 22s 25 a ee . 2 es eS pa 
See Bon oe oo oto ean Se ee eo Se ea ea Sitheatorne tet gu ae a a ae a So Saas See Spee mea me pan 
are 135 Be ea ee See Sch ae ae SREB RRR OR RS 0 ERRORS SS Sa i Bie Sea ee See oS a fe 
oe Res. Se eee). ee 2 8 eo UE pee 4a 
a peer hae eee ee | =. gt Ee a a ee eee 
Be gta |: SE - Eee ees Bee ee een See eee SO Res 
ERS ern. eke ee ERS Se eee Ree a ae ees See ee ee ae a Se See 
i. eae a Be cig sige OSS es Sas Benge eee gs SS a Se. 
eg A Bee a —— ee oe ; 
ee eee eee ee Ss ec a ee an 2 oe ee e 
| a RR eas. ce Boos nena gia eee gS RRR Seeeeeeaess See 3 
bis fo. 2 2 gar oe a ee Oe oe 
ree ares RR BRR ee a Sa eee pitas ss eseunie gabe ee Soar ae 
— 4 u ees ee oe ae 3 — = Ls a a Oia. ee ee ge ss | . 
aie se Ge ee SO ge ee ee ee eas SS 3 ee . 2 Be 
Mit h S Ra Bete: 7 Becee a  Saemaconemeenr oR SSSR a coe a0 SAS as 
ie foe ae Sea ee Feces : Bee OS 3 SR See Saas ae pag ee BS eee Be es SS Sue eae See Sito. 
Risin Sawer Bist Sos aetna aed a “Saige ee a De a - = So <a OR RR asa pony . Baron sacra 
ee 3 te a os ae See reine oy A Saee a Bee y ae Bee Ser: Bit Soe Resi | ee eS Soe See aan ae 7 Bio Sa ar SS Bea . eae ‘oui = A 
Be: Se Ree ECR eee ss cs eae Bas aS Bae ee ae So. See eae sae eer 
eg ee me - ee eee Paget TR = Pees Se . Se ee 2 ae eee | ae 
a ; . } ee eee ar ae 5 pa) eS . :. |e - gesaiae ge ee 2 eee | ae 
veg RM te i. Pare es ne RR, eae Bemerts  . Re ) a ee SS eS 
ae Pees ae eos ee a eerie ae a ee ee a eee Bs SE . a Bee Sa : 
eerie oR aa : Pape Sareea og Py SSE URP oe ee PS oy RRR. Ss Se Se a a Reg re coapae 
DN Sapree ee. | RE Es ERE ce ane A eS BES RB 5 Ae eek ae I so SS eR. Sa Se oa a alae 
Be eee a. "oe ee GPa rer a eee Foe (fs ee ee SE aS So RR Sees. “SR Seen — lie 
ee ee oe. i‘ Ow rh. po a 
A ee ee Boe See  . es Se Se i as 
ee ee meee oe a ee fee a me coe SS ee a [ee ee ° SES ees . 
Sal en ie ame 2 Rae ee OC ate: 2 Sie tc eee ees Jan pe et er Soe oo Sie Saas Sa eee Meee eee een uate ae 
Taree gS. OUR Sela aaes Sa Hares 2" 53 aA aaa Bere ee Se eae oe peepee Se ae Seon 
= os Be a ER es oes Peg ik ke ae os oo ree eek _.. . = i 
eee Te eg Ee OT Pict ag ee ee CRO 5 SP i es. 20.0 a RRL RN ce: See 
sieyereaigee Soren SR ES 4 Bees se adi Bike AE gta) Soa Fo es Lee Se 5 eee 2 3% Sees 
Lees SRN S oes SAS Searcy ae Te RR CN Sc ay pie ee age eee Boe = : i ee a See ] See 
‘eoeeconaei Be een ee eat See eS Pee ce Bes Si SC EE eg Me Cai Re Re Pee eae Te cee “Reese: SER a ES RRS Raspes 
eae ie Cok oak a a Sa ee Pea eee eS as a ae es es 
eens SN a ame eee oh ene Sako ae Se ee : 
sit Sk! SO aS ea SRE: 5 Yelk Seem 9S rege Oke A Ss Rs eee fo = 24 ae Sees ee 
oy abc na SRE ee ee Reg: en gaeee al ain ear Pe UN Se eee ae Se ee: pO ee pete Ss eh i 
ee , ee et 3 PS a ee en: i Ries: Sr NOs Se ee oS eles eS a aes oo 
be Yee ? 2 Be ra ah eg Sg ae eee 5 ee ae ae See gees a _ 
ares See 0 . RS Laer ee mes Ai a Re noe Se ee ee poets: SS ee 2 ea 
Pe: Pee oat She x seinen ae oe ae oe ee Y ‘ bccn cee. <3. Bed Seen ciate 3 ; 
- aes Gor oes pees a aes es eee ee eS 3 ><, eee Sees eee pee oe 
eS =. Sees sa chitin eae sae a ube SS . "Ss Re a a I ees a: 
mee — ee ee pc ae Re, te 3 oe. ae ee oe 
acer Eo. ee se _ reise eres Re Seeger.  Sceo Se : ee See Ree se See he 
Sie oS oo OS ok ees eee es Tee See UE GSO ge RR ee, Re ees 7 
we: See <a eR PR St Sees Sys sipetigeeen nce eee OS Se Saar Ses oh oe PRES aad - 
ii oes ee ibaa coco enka oa See epee RR MR oc ee 3 | A 
a Bee Sie Aiaeeanesiie Saas ee Be aes a eS cae | : 
a Me Ne a ee ee ; 
Bans eee eee = eS ee ea SEO eee 
24 laa <a | 
z | | : 
ry a 
a | 
ee 7 | , 
: ———————_ 
a i . ian 
i 
rete: _ 
eee a: 
esac 7 
eee : . 
ee ese i te 
a ae 
Sasa ; es 
: Dol ge 
Se an a 
re “ie 
: a , 
Rh: < | 
ae ee i 
eter R | ie 
er ng i, 
a ae 
= ‘i one ie 

MES Se 

ae ; 

a ‘ 

, 
akc eas 
rot aye icone ean 
ee oon 3 ? 
vee ee 4 

_ ¢ 
| | 
— 
| 
‘ , ; 
Fi i 
a ees Sa? ; re 
Age She Me MEY et So Bee eS Tt Bae eer - ' 
- ea ait , en ne +) ee many Park eed me % ou. Tae * . . 
ies, BRAC uk EH! ye ee ce Ee I Oy ie? SUS en te RR RE RE MPN 2 ee, : . : > 
Mess Beta ss pect casted ad Capers fy sae 2 a in a R= ERY 52 ee ete tae" saa FF ia: Spee he oo 8 esac da ND scatter . : 
are ty € 3 ae ae A ae ee ESA ae AURORE AS ds BEN Aa COME ti bis eee ie as SUPER ote Se Bae Nhe i eg ia" wae wap et RRA Foe fa Se eek Gs * - Pegs th an 4 
aes te tage? € eh lee et nee Rene ee ene he Ve Thee wip ar ee apse oe ae eR. gah ep eA INR OU ate ae Pigks Peer he ee ener a Oe oh sees eee es nal tae Thi te wheat oth Ge 5 beng Hye ; : ahs : 
SPARS Quis Rak dBi 8 Sa BEN be sete ig nares ed SNe yey ee ete rr RR | SOK ab. be Vad en, oot Wea iti en a eb eso AS Pape eg ets Hm oy yh ee Sen ede ht Ch mae ater x ie ae . Co a tpt 
EARS SE BEARS EO greet EEE Wem aa tM ae SS Ee ea ae ale Ree! Rltere gis es ord gece FRR ee Rs Hinde. te Ee eee kee Cae renee Herons ie: een akc ae ae BM Leh to 
eh eatin ae PER Ry Re ar a op oe ROL: Ca 2 eae See ore ge eee ae i Mi, BB Sys ne a SNe 
» Ren ar Pe ee phe Seren se Se Rese ae it | ate eee Mtg aet Uae gt on Bat gens oe at Co ita Se et RR a a ae coats Ge sty ache aden Oo 
py f phrase Wie fe 0 te eh cee Pe = vais cape ae Mo 2 Sse er ROR Ee Sepa > ering se Sa eC Yee TERS my 
Lt? et Cot aE TS TN eRe AoC Vide gid Ma “ne i ep Nhe ee ee Mach shenre Wee pe att 358) ie. a 
Rr pes oh Ame eine te Bike cat 2a eee 


sages’... RS ers 


ie : 


lia ti ct Pht ft tee te ae ee a 
= D. C., SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1959... 


for pe 


Unions. Rap ‘ 
Coimpensation 


Policy Shifts 


Albany, N. Y.—The New York 
State AFL-CIO has protested “dam- 


aging changes” made in the admin-| 


istration of the state’s workmen’s 
compensation law which have re- 


sulted in “severe loss and great} 


hardship to injured. workers.” «_ 
Pres. Harold C,. Hanover and 
Louis Hollander, chairman of the 
State AFL-CIO’s executive coun- 
cil, called on the Compensation 
Board to rescind a series of policy 
changes which they said have -re- 
sulted in “wholesale rejection” of 


legitimate claims. Both Hanover} 


and Hollander are members of the 
State Advisory Council on Work-. 
men’s Compensation. 


_ Administrative policy ‘changes = 
which the union officials said were |. 
“contrary to the spirit and intent”, - 


of the law include: 

'@ Instructions to referees’ to 
deny awards for facial disfigure- 
ments for which awards ranging: 
from $100 to $500 have been made). 
in the past. 

“@A policy of “eliminating triv-: 
ial claims.” The union statement 
pointed out that “minor injuries: 
have the same Tight to compensa-: 
tion as major injuries and to de-' 
prive an injured worker of the’ 
indemnity to which he is entitled 
just because his claim is a small’ 
one has no basis in law or fact.” 
@ Development in recent 
months of an “anti-claimant atti-' 
tude” by the board and referees’ 
with respect to accidental injuries’ 
which have aggravated a latent: 
prior condition. 

®@ A “serious downgrading” 


evaluation of injuries by board 


physicians. 


®@ Selection of a majority of: 


physicians, called in as impartial 
specialists, “from among ~doctors 
who have insurance company con- 
nections.” 


Boilermakers’ 


Officer Dies 


New York—Boilermakers’ Vice- 
Pres. William G. Pendergast has 
died here at 68 after a lengthy ill- 
ness. 

A shipyard and construction 
boilermaker, he was initiated into 
the union in 1910. He contributed 
his skills to the Navy during World 
War I and rose within the union 
to become vice-president in 1931. 

As top officer for the North At- 
lantic states, which took in New 
England and New York, he led 
negotiations for locals in the re- 
gion. 


‘Back-to-W ork’ Pores 


| Swift, Strike: ers’ Union 
Loyalty ‘Inspiring’. 


Chicago—Approximately 19,000 members of two AFL-CIO un- 
ions in the seventh week of their strike against Swift & Co. are 
successfully resisting an anti-union drive which the nation’s largest 
meat packer has launched in imitation of the big steel companies. 


Officials of the Packinghouse Workers and the Meat Cutters see 
a. grim parallel in the attacks on'?- WW ceniee’t eT 
their union membership by Swift |™ ki Sige hea publications, 
and the tactics employed against ane tok has rejected — 
the Steelworkers. ona gh and again nl 

Swift, they reason, is using its Csaviniee,” 4 rane my tera lie 
position as the biggest firm in its| provision that ri yeah would 
industry to attempt to weaken con- ies 
|tract provisions that: have been in ee ® wee eee 


Pores 


to the Stake 


‘Less than Expected’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cession. Another upward climb 
from the 1959 low of 4.9 percent 
for May and June began in July, 


|to 5.1 ‘percent, before the steel 


strike had any measurable effect on 
| unemployment. 

The total unemployment of 3.2 
million in September compared to 
2.5 million for September 1957 and 
2.3 million in September 1956. 
1} The nation now has 900,000 more 
unemployed than it had three 
years ago. 

‘Striking steel workers are not 
counted as jobless since technically 
they are employed. 

But the Labor Dept. spokesman 
reported 160,000 in other indus- 
tries laid off in mid-September due 
to the steel strike, a total rising to 


{200,000 by the end of September 


and to an estimated 225,000 for 
the first week of October. He said 
the industries hardest hit are rail- 
roads, coal mining and construc- 
tion. 

The Railway Labor Execu- 
tives’ Association has charged 
that the railroad industry has 
used the steel strike as a cover 
for permanent job cuts. 
Employment in manufacturing 


Tose seasonally, the report said, in- 


creasing by 150,000 to 16.3 mil- 
lion. New model automobile pro- 
duction, assisted by a job pickup 


ICFTU Asks Peace 


Parleys on 


Brussels—A renewed call for the opening of peace negotiations |: 
sounded by the Executive Board |: 
Subcommittee of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions at a’ 


between France and Algeria was 


two-day meeting here. 


Algeria 


The resolution noted “with satisfaction” France’s recognition in 
g 


principle of the Algerian people’s 
right to self-determination, and ex- 
pressed the hope that parleys “will 
be based on the mutual recognition 
of the right to self-determination 
on the one hand and of the need 
to protect the political, economic 
and cultural interests of the entire 
population of Algeria on the other.” 


It also urged the immediate re- 
storation of all civil liberties and 
labor rights in Algeria and the re- 
lease of political prisoners, and 
asked the United Nations General 
Assembly to offer UN aid in se- 
curing a “just and equitable” solu- 
tion to the difficulties in that coun- 
try. 

A. companion resolution re- 
newed the ICFTU’s demand for 
an international investigation in- 
to the death of Aissat Idir, first 
general secretary of the General . 
Union of Algerian Workers 


(UGTA), an ICFTU affiliate. 
Idir died in a French military 
hospital following continued de- 
tention by military authorities 
after he was found not guilty of 
rw gated charges in a court 


The resolution in addition 


‘mourned the loss “of a great, sin- 


cere and courageous labor leader” 
and condemned “the system of 
cruel repression which ended in 
his death.” 

Members of the subcommittee, 
which includes AFL-CIO Sec.- 
Treas. William F. Schnitzler, 
passed another resolution express- 


‘Jing the hope that agreement can 
be quickly reached on a compre- 


hensive disarmament program, by 
progressive stages, with interna- 
tional eontrols, covering conven- 
tional, nuclear, chemical and bac- 
teriological weapons. 


among suppliers, was credited as 
the main cause. 

The manufacturing workweek re- 
mained almost unchanged at 40 
hours, 24 minutes. Average hourly 
earnings rose by 2 cents to $2.21 
and average weekly earnings went 
up about 60 cents to $89.28. 

The long-term unemployed, 
those out of work 15 weeks or 
more, dropped by 47,000 to a 
tatal of 736,000 for mid-Sep- 
tember. 

Agricultural employment con- 
tinued its downward trend, falling 
by 115,000 to 6.2 million. 

In breaking down the jobless fig- 
ures, the Labor Dept. said almost 
all of the 200,000 drop in Sep- 
tember occurred in the 14-24 age 
group. Unemployment among mar- 
ried men, a total of 1 million, and 
other adults was unchanged from 
August, the report said. 


Labor in Racine 
Agrees on Unity 


Racine, Wis.—Officials of the 
Racine Trades & Labor Council 
and the Racine County CIO Coun- 
cil have signed a merger agree- 
ment, culminating three years of 
negotiations. 

Remaining unsettled issues of 
per capita tax, roll call votes and 
division of officers were submitted 
‘to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
for his binding decision. 

The two groups will hold final 
separate meetings and then a mer- 
ger session as the Racine AFL-CIO 
Council, 


effect for years and to substitute its 
own terms. The company has flat- 
ly refused to follow -an industry 
pattern established in negotiations 
with Armour & Co. and subse- 
quently negotiated with a majority 
of companies in the meat packing 
field. ; 
Four attempts at starting back- 
to-work movements in as many 
weeks have been, by Swift’s own 
admission, complete failures. 
Picket lines at 70 meat pack- 
ing plants, branch houses and 
poultry processing plants are 
more solid now than in the early 
days of the strike. 

A barrage of mail—*‘Dear John” 
letters is what the workers call 
them—has poured misinformation 
and half-truths into members’ 
homes. This technique backfired 
recently when workers received 
letters reporting the “failure” of 
negotiations that obviously had 
been prepared, printed and mailed 
before the company went into a 
meeting set to refuse all conces- 
sions while blaming the unions for 
breakdowns in talks. 


Stockholders Misled 

Swift has - similarly. misled its 
shareholders. Porter M. Jarvis, 
Swift’s president, told them that 
the unions’ demands “concern the 
right to run our business.” In 
bargaining talks the company has 
called for an end to practices long 
standard in the industry and cov- 
ered by former contracts. 


Wage increases would be at least 
partially withheld from workers in 
its Southern plants if Swift had its 
way in negotiations. One of the 
most bitterly contested items has 
been the conypany’s attempt to re- 
establish a North-South wage dif- 
ferential. 


Armour and other packers have 
agreed to establishment of a fund 
to cushion workers from the im- 
pact of automation on their jobs. 
With almost 24,000 jobs lost in the 
industry in the past two years due 
to automation, the negotiation of 
the fund has been hailed by union 
members and has received edito- 


‘lect the company’s contribution. 
A plan very much like this was 
rejected by General Electric Co. 
workers a year ago and by em- 
ployes in other industries several 
times. 


the unions by Swift supervisory 
personnel, enlistment of aid from 
local chambers of commerce and 
attempts to split the unions’ joint 
negotiating policy have been among 
the tactics employed by Swift. In 
St. Paul, Minn., a conclave of 
young 4-H members was given lit- 
erature by Swift blaming the unions 
for the strike and Swift’s with- 
drawal from the purchase of live- 
stock. Agricultural schools across 
the country have received Swift 
propaganda designed to inflame in 
structors against the unions in- 
volved in the strike and all other 
unions. 

Members’ ‘Loyalty’ Inspiring 

Members have displayed what 
union officials have called “inspir- 
ing” loyalty in the face of Swift 
attacks. In every area they have 
responded to company propaganda 
with a vigorous “Don’t Buy Swift” 
campaign. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
“Don’t Buy” leaflets and’ stickers 
have been distributed at stores 
which continued to handle Swift 
products. Appeals to merchants 
to drop Swift-made items have met 
with phenomenal success. 

State and local AFL-CIO central 
bodies have given assistance in 
bringing the strike issues to the 
attention of their affiliates. 


Roosevelt U. Picks 


UAW Man as Aide 
Chicago—Ted Ruhig, a former 
member of the Auto Workers and 
a specialist in adult labor educa 
tion, has been named assistant di- 
rector of the Labor Education Div. 
of Roosevelt University here. 


Ruhig recently received his mas 
ter’s degree in adult education 
from the University of Chicago. 
Prior to this he worked for nine 
years as a machine shop inspector 
with Intl.-Harvester Corp., where 
he became active in UAW Local 6. 


Whispering campaigns against ‘ 


FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY of founding of Intl. Labor Organization was marked in Washington 
with a dinner that also celebrated the 25th anniversary of U.S. affiliation to the ILO. Speakers 
included (left to right) Kenneth R. Miller, general manager of the National Association of Manufac- 
turers; AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler, who read address Pres. George Meany planned 
to give until he was stricken ill; Sec. of Labor James P. Mitchell and ILO Dir.-Gen. David Morse. 
(See text of Morse speech, Page 7.) 
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Steelworkers > Claim - 


Backed by 


(Continued from Page 1) 
testimony on behalf of steel man- 
agement, drew from R. Conrad 
Cooper, chief industry negotiator, 
a statement that management was 
unwilling to negotiate on any wage 
demand that would raise steel pro- 
duction costs by more than 2 per- 
cent. 

Cooper claimed the union has 
been insistent in its demands for 

a substantially higher wage = 
pa Taylor, commen 
“that is not. my underetanding,” 
then asked McDonald to answer 
from the audience whether the 
union’s wage demands were ne- 
gotiable. 

“The answer is ‘yes’,” McDon- 
ald replied. 

Cooper in his prepared testimony 
said “no agreement will be possi- 
ble” in the steel strike unless the 
union accepts the companies’ “non- 
inflationary” wage offer and 
changes in working conditions. 

Taylor rebuked both sides for 
taking “adamant” positions which 
he said brought on a breakdown in 
collective bargaining. 

McDonald, USWA Gen. Coun- 
sel Arthur J. Goldberg and other 
key union officials presented to the 
board a detailed, documented ac- 
count of negotiations before and 
since the strike, the basis for the 
union’s wage claims and the rea- 
sons why the union “will not sur- 
render” to management’s demands 
for a free hand in setting work 
tules. 

Economists Heard 


Two prominent economists, 
Leon H. Keyserling, former chair- 
man of Pres. Truman’s Council of 
Economic Advisers, and Robert R. 
Nathan, told the board that use of 
Taft-Hartley to break the strike 
would be unjustified and harmful 
to the nation’s economy. 

Goldberg set the stage for a pos- 
sible court battle over the issuance 
of a T-H injunction by challenging 
Pres. Eisenhower’s assertion that 
continuation of the steel strike 


Shoe Workers Win 
2 NLRB Elections 


The Shoe Workers won National 
Labor Relations Board representa- 
tion elections in widely separated 
parts of the country on the same 
day—Oct. 8. 

In Marlboro, Mass., the USWA 
unseated an unaffiliated union 
which for many years had repre- 
sented employes of the Mutual 
Shoe Co., winning by a count of 
150 to 107. In Ironton, Mo., em- 
ployes of the Brown Shoe Co. plant 
picked the USWA to represent 
them by a vote of 93 to 84 for no 
union. The USWA in August had 
won bargaining rights at the Ber- 
nie, Mo., plant of the Brown com- 
pany, one of the country’s largest 
shoe producers, by a tally of 132 
to 45 for no union. 


All Labor 


would “imperil the national health 
and safety.” 

In presenting the main portion 
of the union’s case, McDonald and 
Goldberg made these points: 

@ The steel industry sought the 
strike and forced the strike, count- 
ing on the economic hardships to 
the workers during the 1958 reces- 
sion year, the unfavorable -public 
attitude to unions as a result of 
“newspaper headlines about labor 
bosses and labor racketeers,” 
the -misleading “inflation” issue to 
weaken the USWA position. 

@ The industry economically 
was in its strongest position, having 
continued to make a profit even 
when operating at 50 percent of 
capacity during the recession and 
having brought its profit margin 
to the highest level in history. 

@ The industry knew the union 
could not possibly accept the pro- 
posal for a wage freeze and elimi- 
nation of cost-of-living adjustments. 

@ The “work rule issue” raised 
by management is “as phony as a 
three dollar bill.” Existing rules, 
arbitration decisions and the un- 
ion’s willingness to agree that ex- 
isting practices would not be con- 
strued so as to bar progress, all 
make it clear that the issue is not 
“featherbedding” but an attempt to 
enable management to take away 
legitimate and hard-won rights. 

@ Not until Oct. 1 did the in- 
dustry make its first economic offer 
and even that was made contingent 
on acceptance ‘of the work rule 
changes which the industry knew 
the union could not possibly accept. 

@ The industry has used “sec- 
ond string negotiators,” has re- 
fused impartial fact-finding proce- 
dures and has abandoned the 
“laboriously created cooperative 
relationship” which had existed be- 
tween union and management for 
the past 20 years. 

@ In view of industry’s declara- 
tion of “class war” against the 
workers, “no efforts, however sin- 
cere or however reasonable, could 
have prevented the struggle which 
they insisted upon imposing on the 
union.” 

McDonald charged that industry 
negotiators have merely been play- 
ing “a public relations game” and 
he challenged the heads of the big 
steel companies to “sit down and 


‘|talk out the issues.” 


Meany, in his letter to Taylor, 
said the use of Taft-Hartley in 
the steel dispute poses a “crisis 
in democracy” because “democ- 
racy cannot long endure if the 
trade union movement is weak- 
ened and undermined by the con- 
certed attacks of.employers aided 
and abetted by an unfair law.” 

He said the basic question is: 
“Can the ordinary American work- 
er look to his government for jus- 
tice or shall he expect of his gov- 
ernment only actions that give aid 
and comfort to his adversary?” 


Meany Says 


and | j 


‘Emergency’ 


Is in ‘Justice, Not Steel’ 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany told the Taft-Hartley Act 
Board of Inquiry that it could hasten the end of the steel 
strike by reporting to Pres, Eisenhower: 

1 That the steel companies are not the guardians at the 
inflation gate but rather the cause in greaf*part of the 

inflation that already exists. 

yi That the steel companies’ real purpose is not to pro- 
vide for the possibility of new automation but rather 

to weaken and make ineffective the trade union which has 

done such a tremendous job of protecting and expanding the 

rights of the workers in the steel industry. 

3 That the national emergency which exists in the United 
States is not one measured in tons of stockpiled steel 

but rather one of simple justice. 


ee 


STRIKING STEELWORKERS 
Calif., are shown on the dirt road at La Quinta leading to the 


estate of George E. Allen, where 


T-H Panel Gets Union Busting Charge 


from Los Angeles and Fontana, 


Pres. Eisenhowcr was a guest, as 


their leaders gave Press Sec. James C.‘ Hagerty a plea that the 
President not invoke the Taft-Hartley Act in the steel walkout. 


UAW Delegates Ask 
Fact-Finders in Steel 


‘Atlantic City, N. J—The 2,500 delegates to the Auto Workers 
17th convention here branded Pres. Eisenhower’s use of Taft-Hart- 
ley machinery in the steel strike as “little more than using the power 
and majesty of the U.S. government as a strikebreaking weapon.” 


Their sharp indictment of the 


President’s action came in thun- 


dering approval of a telegram to‘ 


the President read to the conven- 
tion by UAW Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther. 

The convention reaffirmed its 
strong support of the steel strike 
in a detailed resolution adopted 
after Steelworkers Sec.-Treas. I. W. 
Abel told the cheering delegates 
that “if basic steel gets the kind of 
licking it’s entitled to,” the UAW 
‘and other unions may be spared 
future struggles. 

The Steelworkers are as unified 
and militant now as- they were 
when the strike started in July, 
Abel declared, praising the UAW 
for taking the lead in rallying the 
labor movement behind the steel 
union. 

“With this kind of support we 
will win,” he said. 

Reuther told the applauding del- 
egates that “Taft- Hartley or no 
Taft-Hartley” the USWA and the 
labor movement will get justice. 

He said the steel strike pro- 
vides an historic lesson, the first 
step perhaps in the realization 
that when “any worker is forced 
on strike it becomes everyone’s 
strike.’ He proposed that the 
labor moyement undertake to 
build a strike fund for all un- 
ions, adding that if the UAW 
could build a strike fund of $40 
million, all labor could build a 
fund of $500 million. 

“When the UAW supports the 
steel strike,” Reuther declared, “we 
are investing in our future.” _The 
outcome, he said, will affect UAW 
negotiations in 1960 and 1961. 

The convention condemned the 
President for invoking T-H, hailed 
the action of the UAW board in 
contributing $1 million to the 
USWA and authorized the creation 
of machinery to enable UAW mem- 
bers to contribute voluntarily one 
hour’s pay per month in keeping 


with the action of the AFL-CIO. 


convention. 

- “We especially applaud,” said 
the resolution, “the AFL-CIO deci- 
sion to maintain a permanent fund 
for similar contingencies, and to 
transfer to that fund any monies 
now collected which are not ex- 
pended in the steel.strike. This is 
the beginning of the broad labor 
defense fund which we in the UAW 
have long believed to be needed.” 

The wire called on Eisenhower 
“to reconsider your decision to in- 
voke the Taft-Hartley law and in- 


stead to create an impartial public 
fact-finding board.” 

Reuther charged in the wire 
that Administration advisors op- 
posed an impartial fact-finding 
board, “knowing full well that 
such an exposure of the economic 
facts would have indicted the 
steel management before the bar 
of enlightened public opinion.” 

To impose the Taft-Hartley Act 
at this point, the telegram declared, 
is a “shocking repudiation of your 
own pledge of impartiality in the 
dispute between the basic steel in- 


Court to Rule 


On Dues Use 
For Politics | 


The U.S. Supreme Court has 


2|agreed to review a Georgia court 


decision holding that a union-shop 


#|clause is not enforceable if dues 
: money is spent for political educa- 
,\tion contrary to the desires of a 
nomad of objecting union mem- _ 


The Georgia case, in which a su- 
perior court judge was upheld by 
the state supreme court, arose from 


=|a 1951 amendment to the Railway 


Labor Act authorizing the union 


oe in industries covered by the 
aw. - 


Charge Rights Violated 

Six employes of the Southern 
Railway System, who had not pre- 
viously been union members, 
charged that their constitutional 
rights were violated if they were 
“forced” to pay dues under union- 
shop clauses thereafter negotiated 
if any part of the union treasury 
was used to promote political doc- 
trines they opposed. 

Superior Court Judge O. L. Long 
upheld their argument. He ruled 
that a worker “compelled” to con- 
tribute support to union political 
or economic programs he opposes 
is deprived of free speech. 


In a similar case in North 
Carolina, the state courts reached 
an opposite conclusion. 


The Georgia decision was ap- 
pealed to the U.S. Supreme Court 
by railroad brotherhoods. 

The nation’s high court three 
years ago upheld the 1951 union- 
shop amendment to the Railway 
Labor Act but specifically did not 
rule on the question of whether the 
“exaction” of dues from objecting 
members could be held illegal as “‘a 
cover for enforcing ideological con- 
formity or other action” violating 


dustry. and the striking USWA.” 


the constitution. 


Longshoremen Return 
Under T-H Injunction 


New York—Negotiations were scheduled to be resumed Oct. 19 
in the waterfront dispute that tied up Atlantic and Gulf Coast ship- 
ping until a Taft-Hartley Act injunction sent some 70,000 members 
of the Longshoremen back to work. 

The walkout started when Gulf Coast employers reneged on an 
agreement to continue bargaining® 


after the contract expired Oct. 1 


to that date. 

It ended when U.S. Assistant 
Atty. Gen. George Cochran Doub, 
who flew here from Washington, 
obtained an order from Judge Irv- 


enjoining the strike for 10 days. 


at which the court was to hear ar- 


off” days specified in Taft-Hartley. 
The union sent telegrams to all 


strike “forthwith,” and the job of 
cleaning up the mammoth pile of 
freight in the holds of ships and on 
the docks began the following 
morning. At the same time a rail- 
road embargo on shipments to port 
cities was cancelled. 


The strike had the backing of 


AFL-CIO ‘unions on the water. - 


front. The ILA was expelled 
from the former AFL in 1953, 
but the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council was authorized by the 
recent San Francisco convention 
to grant probationary affiliation 
subject to conditions the council 
had previously laid down. 


Under Taft-Hartley injunction 
provisions, bargaining between the 


with union-won gains retroactive 


ing R. Kaufman in Federal Court 
A further hearing was scheduled 
guments on extending the injunc- 


tion for the 70 additional “cooling 


locals instructing them to end the 


union and the employers must con- 
tinue until the 60th day of the court 
order. Between the 60th and 75th 
days, the workers must be given a 
chance to vote on the companies’ 
last offer in secret balloting super- 
vised by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board. 

If the union rejects the “last of- 
fer,” as the ILA has done in pre- 
vious strikes, the walkout can be 
resumed when the 80-day injunc- 
tion expires—as the ILA also has 
done in the past. 

If the T-H injunction is extended 
to its full term, as both union and 
Management anticipate, it will ex- 
pire on the weekend between 
Christmas and New Years Day. 

Waterfront observers have said 
this date marks the end of the 
shipping industry’s busy season 
and the start of a months-long 
slack period. 

“The ILA is asking a 50-cents an 
hour package benefits in the new 
contract. The industry has offered 
30 cents, but has demanded a free 
hand in the introduction of auto- 
matic loading devices and contain- 
ers. The union wants the use of 
new automated equipment to be 
based on mutual consent so as to 
be able to protect members whose 
}jobs may be wiped out. : 
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CHEMICAL WORKERS Pres. Walter L. Mitchell leans down from 
the rostrum to chat with Dir. John Livingston of the AFL-CIO 


Dept. of Organization during an 
land convention. 


intermission at the union’s Cleve- 


Delaware Priest Raps 
Visiting °W ork’ Lobbyist 


Wilmington, 


Del.—A Delaware priest has denounced an “in- 


vasion” of the state by outside groups lobbying for enactment of 
“unwanted ‘right-to-work’ law” as an effort “to wreck the good 
relationship existing in Delaware between working people and 


management.” 


Rev. Thomas J. Reese, chairman‘ 


of the Delaware Council for In- 
dustrial Peace, warned in a state- 
ment that a recent visit to the state 
legislature by Executive Sec. Reed 
Larson of the business-supported 
National Right-to-Work Committee 
was “part of a plan to destroy the 
basic processes of collective bar- 
gaining.” 

Describing the “right-to-work” 
committee as a “front” for the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers and the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, Father Reese said its 
goal of “stealing away the rights 
of honest working people . . . has 
not changed from two years ago 
when the (Delaware) state legisla- 
ture wisely turned down the dis- 
ruptive so-called ‘right-to-work’ 
proposal.” 

Proponent ‘Surprised’ 

A spokesman for the business 
organization which invited Larson 
to Delaware expressed surprise that 
anyone should have thought that 
Larson was there to lobby for 
“R-T-W.” 

Exec. Sec. E. Hall Downes of 
the Delaware Small Business Coun- 
cil said he went to the legislature 
“at the invitation of a member of 
the House of Representatives” and 
“I invited this out-of-state visitor to 
see our beautiful legislative build- 
ing. .. . There was no lobbying for 
anything.” 

Delaware has been a key bat- 
tleground in the fight over legis- 


Patrick J. Drew 
Of Plumbers Dies 


New York—Patrick J. Drew, 
72, a veteran general organizer of 
the Plumbers & Pipe Fitters until 
his retirement two years ago, died 
here recently. 

Prior to becoming an organizer 
in 1943, Drew was for many years 
business agent of Plumbers Local 2 
here—the same local to which 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
belonged. 
During the AFL-CIO convention 
in San Francisco, Meany an- 
nounced the news of Drew’s death 
to the more than 900 delegates, de- 
scribing him as a “close and long- 
time” friend and one of the “old- 
timers” of the labor movement. 

Drew is survived by his wife and 
by 13 children. 


S 


lative efforts to ban the union 
shop. In 1947 it was one of the 
first states to restrict union se- 
curity agreements and in 1949 
became one of the first states to 
repeal a “work” law. Reaction- 
ary business groups made a 
strong but unsuccessful effort in 
1958 to re-enact a “right-to- 
work” measure. 


In his warning against the lobby- 


to-Work Committee, the Associ- 
ated General Contractors and other 
well-heeled. and highly organized 
national business associations,” Fa- 
ther Reese declared: 


“These outsiders, who represent 
the self-seeking, profit-making aims 
of a reactionary element of big 
business and care nothing for the 
welfare of the people of Delaware, 
have now adopted the new slogan 
of ‘voluntary unionism’ behind 
which to hide their real purpose. 

Aim to Divide 

“Whether these alien interests 
call their proposed punitive law 
‘right-to-work’ or ‘voluntary union- 
ism,’ the purpose is the same, to 
divide our. people by creating hos- 
tility and animosity.” 

Denouncing attempts to “sow 
seeds of discord” among various 
groups in the state, Father Reese 
charged “R-T-W” supporters with 
seeking to raise “a fraudulent race 
issue” by falsely claiming that 
“right-to-work” is in reality a “little 
Fair Employment Practices Act.” 

He also. rapped the “specious 
device” of telling farmers that a 
“work” law will bring down prices 
of manufactured goods and at the 
same time increase farm income.” 


“I would like to ask our Dela- 
ware farmers,” he said, “how 
they would feel if such carpet- 
baggers went to Dover and tried 
to lobby laws onto the books that 
outlawed farm cooperatives or 
otherwise had big business telling 
the farmer how he should dis- 
pose of his crops?” 

Father Reese expressed confi- 
dence .that state legislators “will 
again show the wisdom they have 
in the recent past in refusing to 
approve legislation that penalizes 
working people and is solely for the 


benefit of national business inter- 
ests.” . 


ing efforts of “the National Right- 


Convention Backs Steel Strike: 


By Dave Perlman 


Chemical Workers Broaden 
Health and Safety Programs 


Fle iiss aces caasdhiels cn. Destin satel programs, a pledge of more political actiog 
and establishment of machinery to channel financial support to the Steelworkers marked the windup 
of pen (Chemical Workers’ 16th annual convention here. 
fi Action calling for early establishment of a health and safety department and a program of re. 

gional conferences was sparked by an “open hearing” held by the convention’s health and safety 


committee. 
The hearing, to which all dele- 
gates were invited, featured a 


panel discussion yi four experts in 
the field. 

Dr. Herbert K. Abrams, ICWU 
medical consultant, declared that 
workmen’s compensation  lews, 
“which have always been inade- 
quate . .. are even more inade- 
quate today” because. of the chang- 
ing nature of industrial diseases. 
He said industrial health is more 
and more a part of the public 
health problem because “the same 
chemicals which are a hazard in 
the plant are also a hazard in the 
surrounding community srongh 
air and stream pollution.” 

George Brown, assistant to 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
and director of the federation’s 
safety program, emphasized “the 
need for creating an effective 
trade union safety movement 
and adding new vitality to exist- 
ing safety organizations.” He 
urged the ICWU to stimulate 
health and safety activities 
among its local unions in the 
fields of collective bargaining, 
training and legislation. 

Dr. Fred Van Atta, industrial 
hygienist on the staff of the Auto 
Workers, described the UAW’s ex- 
perience in investigating health 
hazards in plants where its mem- 
bers work. He said the lack of 
public services in fighting indus- 
trial diseases is matched. by the lack 
of knowledge in the field. 

Dr. Thomas F. -Mancusso, head 
of the Ohio State Public Health 
Dept., urged union members to be- 
come active at the state level in 
demanding more and better state 
investigation and regulation in the 
field of industrial health. The lim- 
ited services now provided by most 
states are inadequate, he said. 

‘Failed’ in Political Action 

ICWU Pres. Walter L. Mitchell 
told delegates that the union 
“failed rather miserably” in the 
political action field and pledged 
that he and other officers would 
“hound” them to greater efforts 
in the coming year. 

Deputy Dir. Al Barkan of the 

AFL-CIO Committee on Political 
Education told the convention that 
labor has “won the battle of the 
picket line (but) lost the legislative 
battle.” 
He said: “Unless and until we 
do the political educating, the 
political financing, the political or- 
ganizing jobs, we will continue to 
get ‘right-to-work’ laws; we will 
continue to get Landrum-Griffin 
acts.” 

The convention adopted a res- 
olution submitted by the execu- 
tive board setting up machinery 
for voluntary contributions to 
aid the steel strikers, based on a 
quota for each local union equi- 
valent to one hours pay per 
month for each member. 


“It requires no crystal ball,” the 
executive board declared in sub- 
mitting the resolution, “to predict 
that if the strikers lose, the tac- 
tics of the steel industry. will be 
the tactics of every major em- 
ployer.” 

AFL-CIO Dir. of Organization 
John Livingston told the delegates 
that “the National Labor Relations 
Board today is more of an employ- 
ers’ group than an independent 
group representing the United 


AStates government and they have 


j hampered us in the field of organi- 


zation.” 

He said despite obstacles, labor 
must step up ‘its Organizing activi- 
ties. 

“While we have not been stand- 
ing still, we have not been moving 
ahead fast enough,” Livingston de- 
clared. 

Following a tradition of ICWU 
conventions, the delegates heard 
from an émployer representative, 
Felix N. Williams, a vice president 
of the Monsanto Chemical Co, 


“ Employer. Speaks 
Williams said that automation in 
the chemical industry will increase 
total employment but will require 
new skills. He urged union-man- 
agement cooperation in training 
workers in advanced skills. 
In other convention highlights, 
delegates: 
® Set the salary of the presi- 
dent at $15,000, a raise of $1,000; 
secretary-treasurer at $13,000, a 
$2,000 hike, and vice presidents at 
$9,000, a raise of $1,000. The in- 


Hayes Raps 
Of Benefits 


(Continued from Page 1) 
lower taxes if fewer workers col- 
lect jobless pay provides an incen- 
tive to fight every claim and for 
this reason such ratings should be 
ended or drastically curtailed. 


@ Unemployment compensation 
has been weakened rather than 
strengthened over the past 20 years. 
The typical maximum benefit paid 
in 1958 was only 44 percent of 
average weekly wages, compared 
to 65 percent in 1939. Twenty 
years ago, most states paid a ben- 
efit of at least 60 percent of average 
weekly wages. Last year, the job- 
less payments averaged but one- 
third. 


“Year after year, when we try 
to get meaningful minimum 
standards established on the fed- 
eral level,” Hayes told the state 
officials, “we seem to find your 
spokesmen not on the side of the 
workers where we would expect 
to find them, but on the side of 
those in business and industry 
‘who have always been opposed 
to strong compensation stand- 
ards.” 

Referring to the work of em- 
ployer lobbies, Hayes added: 

“Because of inadequate benefits, 
rigid eligibility requirements, too 


Defense Fund 
‘Dividend’ Given 


Los Angeles—A “dividend” in 
the form of paid dues for the 
fourth quarter of the year has been 
received by thousands of members 
of Retail Clerks Local 770 who 
contributed extra dues to a defense 
fund before last January’s lockout. 

The “rebate,” amounting to $18 
per member fer the three-month 
period, comes from money remain- 
ing in the defense fund. 


The refund is not the first Local 
770 has distributed. Food and 
drug members of the local voted to 
double their dues for 1958 so as 
to be able to finance a possible 
strike or lockout, but the union has 
been in a position to return all of 
it this year in the form of paid-up 
dues, 


creases are to go into effect when 


the union’s general ‘fund reaches 
$100,000. 
@ Heard Executive Vice Pres, 


41 William Dodge of the Canadian 


Labor Congress declare that the 
strength of the trade union move- 
ment in both countries is that it is 
founded “on principles of - mutual 
help, mutual trust and the fact that 
we are fighting a battle for all hu- 
manity.” 

@ Adopted a resolution calling 
on locals to organize white collar 
workers in plants where their mem. 
bers work. 

_ @ Strongly endorsed the Forand 
bill for health insurance for social 
security beneficiaries, legislation te 
raise the minimum wage and ex. 
pand coverage, the Murray-Metcalf 
federal aid to education bill and 
establishment of a National Com. 


mittee on Radiation Safety. 


@ Postponed until the next 
convention a vote on changing 
from annual to biennial conventions 
and selected Atlantic City, N. J. 
as the site for the 1960 meeting. — 


‘Strangling’ 
for Jobless 


many disqualifications and univer 
sal experience rating, employer 
lobbies have been able to drive 
down tax rates, as a percentage of 
total payrolls, from 2.7 percent ia 
1938 to 9 percent in 1958, 


Cost Down One-Third 

“In other words, they are paying 
about one-third as much, per en 
ploye-hour worked, for unemploy- 
ment cgmpensation as they did 20 
years ago. 

“If we translate this into effect 
on the labor force, it means that 4 
million workers who needed unem- 
ployment compensation last year 
were not eligible to receive it. It 
means that another 3 million who 
did receive some compensation had 
their benefits cut off before they 
were re-employed. 


“In these figures we can see 
how well employer lobbies have | 
succeeding im strangling umem- 
ployment compensation. The 
trouble, of course, is that they 
are not just hurting their workers 
alone. They also are hurting the 
community and, in the long run, 
themselves.” 

Hayes called for minimum stand- 
ards that would raise benefits at 
least to the level of 20 years ago 
in their relation to wages. 


He also urged that the top period 
of payments be extended to 39 
weeks. Most states now have & 
ceiling of 26 weeks. 

“What we really want most of 
all,” Hayes declared, “is what we. 
might call a new philosophic ap 
proach on the part of the peopl 
who administer these programs. 


“In other words, we would 


awareness that the first objective 
of unemployment compensation 
is to benefit unemployed work- — 
ers.” 


“If American workers cannot 
get an equitable system of unem* 
ployment compensation from tht 
state governments, then, I assure 
you, they are going to get it evem 
tually either through uniform feé 
eral administration or through fut 
ther negotiations for supplemental 


unemployment . benefits:” 


like to see more evidence of an — 


Hayes then issued this warning: 


| 
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SCHOOLCHILDREN ON TOUR of the UN headquarters pass under a biblical 

promise. They will learn that the UN’s far-flung activities cost each American a 
. eee ae total of only 57 cents during 1958. 

ryer § THIS IS THE UNITED NATIONS, to which America pays 

rive § tribute Oct. 24 in a special UN Day. Shown against New York’s 

> of § East River are Secretariat, General Assembly (left) and Library. 


STEELWORKERS’ GROUP listens attentively as a UN guide ex- THE FIRST CHANCE in human history to wipe out malaria is made possible by the UN’s World 
plains a mural. Artists and craftsmen from all over the world Health Organization, explains a UN guide to an Auto Workers’ delegation from nearby New Jersey. 
contributed their talent and skills in the building of the headquarters. Students of international affairs from unions are frequent visitors. d 


a 


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS are carried on by the UN in 132 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of the UN in action. American labor supports ‘the 
countries around the world, a fact demonstrated by these students from a Steel- | UN as the best hope of building “a world free from all dictatorship, poverty and 
workers’ summer school at Rutgers University. war,” declared AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, a U.S. delegate to the Assembly. 
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pres. EISENHOWER’S DECISION to use the Taft-Hartley 

Act’s national emergency provisions to force 500,000 ‘striking 
Steelworkers back into the mills is clear intervention in the dispute to 
baif out the industry. 

Regardless of the results of Dr. George W. Taylor's efforts to use 
the‘ presidential board created under T-H to mediate the dispute, 
the initiation of the injunction process can only embitter labor- 
martagement relations. 

The steel industry has made it readily apparent that its goal in 
the dispute is not to curb inflation or contain prices but to emascu- 
late the union, leaving a hollow shell with which it could in the 
future engage in shadow bargaining. 

The use of the Taft-Hartley machinery by the President is to 
support this premeditated policy of the steel industry. 


. The only national emergency confronting the nation is the situa-| 


tion created by the Administration’s open intervention on the side 
of management to aid in the weakening of a major component of 
the trade union movement. 


Peace and Freedom 


HE AMERICAN TRADE UNION movement is dedicated to 

the concept that the free trade unions of the world can exist 
only in an atmosphere of peace and freedom. It has exerted every 
effort to create these conditions throughout the world, struggling 
without stint to combat totalitarianism in every form. 

The path to creating free trade unions throughout the world, to 
help secure and protect peace and freedom and bring decent stand- 
ards of living to all peoples, is through world organizations through 
which the concerted efforts of all free nations can be brought to 
bear on the problems of dictatorship, hunger, disease, and exploita- 
tion. 

The AFL-CIO News calls attention to these organizations: 

--@ The United Nations, now celebrating its 14th year as man’s 
collective effort to secure peace and freedom, an effort supported 
unstintingly by American labor. UN Day is observed by presidential 
proclamation on October 24. 

@ The Intl. Labor Organization, marking its 40th year in the 
effort to secure decent living standards for all workers in the world, 
an organization that was born in part through the efforts of former 
AFL Pres. Samuel Gompers. 

@ The Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions, which this 
December will mark its 10th year as a leader to build free trade 
unions throughout the world. 

In the work of these organizations lies man’s hope for a future 
of peace, freedom and security. They are our best hopes for a 
better world tomorrow. 


Mrs. Roosevelt at 75 


RS. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, a gallant and gracious woman 

whose resourcefulness, courage and compassion have opened 

new frontiers of world understanding, has marked her 75th birthday 
in the service of mankind. 

The American labor movement has a deep affection for Mrs. 
Roosevelt, for her unceasing fight for social justice, for her unend- 
ing battle against ignorance, indifference and prejudice. 

On her 75th birthday the AFL-CIO joins millions through the 
world in hailing this outstanding woman who stands for all that is 
creative and hopeful in humanity. 
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From Government, Reds: 


Singapore Trade Unions Face 
Threat of Totalitarian Control 


By.,Arnold Beichman _ 


SINGAPORE—Beset by an internal Commu- 
nist threat, which a few years ago led to rioting 
and the killing of 13 people, the newly-elected 
People’s Action Party government has embarked 
on a road which may lead to an authoritarian 
control over trade unions and other dentocratic 
institutions in this militarily strategic island of 
Southeast Asia. 

The “may” is a word which must be under- 
lined. The government, which is self-governing 
although the British Colonial Office controls de- 


fense and foreign affairs, publicly calls itself “non- . 


Communist.” This is pure rhetoric; privately, 
its leaders speak and behave like anti-Commu- 
nists but in a city which is 80 percent Chinese, 
it is argued, anti-Communism is interpreted to be 
anti-China. Therefore the oratorical word is 
“neutralism.” - 
How to deal with the threat of internal Com- 
munist subversion plus unemployment which is 
70,000 and mounting, plus a trade union move- 
ment which is incredibly splintered—226 unions 
with about 139,000 members out of an organiza- 
ble work force of 450,000—is the dilemma fac- 
ing Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, Minister of 
Labor and Law Kenneth M. Byrne, son of an 
Irish father and a Javanese mother, and other 
Officials. 
This is where the danger to free institutions, 
particularly the labor movement, exists, An 
omnibus amendment to the Trade Unions Ordi- 


nance gives Byrne extensive powers to make or . 


break any union by simply refusing it govern- 
ment recognition. The amendment contains 
language sweepifig enough to abolish existing 
unions, or to prevent establishment of other 
unions. Government officials, trade union lead- 
ers, impartial observers all agree that the 
amendment bestows enormous powers over la- 
bor to the government. What is a matter of 
dispute is whether the government will use 
these powers wisely and democratically. 


What is of greatest concern to disinterested 


observers here is a clause in the law which says 


that “the decision of the Minister (of Labor) shall 
be final and shall not be called into question in - 


any court.” The only appeal a union can take is 
from the registrar’s decision to the minister and 
what he says is final. : 


UNDER OTHER LAWS which the new gov- 
ernment will introduce —the People’s Action 
Party has 43 out of 51 seats in the unicameral 


Legislative Assembly, which ensures passage of 


any legislation the government desires—Singa- 


pore unions will be reorganized into 30 organiza- 
tions from the existing 226. Each of these 30 
will be granted monopolistic organizing rights, 
The government will itself build a trade union 
house as headquarters for the reorganized Singa- 
port Trades Union Congress and most certainly 
will have the dominant voice as to its future offi- 
cers. A “court of labor” will also be established 
with semicompulsory powers of arbitration. The 
present TUC is an affiliate of the Intl. Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions. 

Byrne is a brawny six-footer with crew-cut gray 
hair and black eyebrows. A vigorous man of 46, 
he is an Oxford graduate and a lawyer who has 
also been a judge. By religion he is a Roman 
Catholic, who speaks, in this multi-racial society, 
Malay, English and Singapore’s dominant Chinese 
dialect, Hokkien. 

“There is every danger,” said Byrne, “of Com- 
munist control of trade unions by their favorite 
technique of organizing general workers’ unions, 
We will prevent that by putting workers in a like 
trade or occupation, as in Ghana, into the same 
unions. Right now the Singapore TUC is merely 
one of 226 unions, which makes the TUC nom 
sense. 

“Our fear is that if a strong Communist general 
workers’ union were organized, it would swallow 
up all other unions and we'd be back to 1947 
(when the Communists made an open bid for 
power through insurrection).” 

The TUC secretary is Kandasamy, who is a 
member and deputy speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly. In keeping with Indian tradition, 
Kandasamy, 38, whose family came from India 


_ three generations ago, has no first name. A 


former post-office worker and union official, 
he is well-known in international labor circles, 
He made it clear in an interview that he was 
in complete sympathy with the labor policies 
of the new Singapore government aimed to 


__.. wipe out what are called here “yellow” (or com 
_ pany) unions or splinter unions. Almost half 


of the existing Singapore unions have member« 

. Ships of less than 250 and these are unions, not 
locals, Only 24, said Kandasamy, have men 
berships of over 1,000. 

Despite the unquestionable Communist danges 
in Southeast Asia, there is a general uneasines 
‘as to the democratic future of Singapore labot 
and its future relationship to the free trade unio® 
movement. Necessarily there will be a period d 
watchful waiting. 
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‘One, Thinks Historically root 


~ 


World Knows ‘Little F reedom,’ 
Says ILO Chief on Anniversary 


By David A. Morse 
Director-General of Intl. Labor Organization 


The 40th anniversary of the Intl. Labor 
Organization was celebrated at a dinner in 
Washington on Oct. 7, with addresses by 
spokesmen of the government, labor, industry 
and the church. Herewith are excerpts from 
the address of the director-general, David A. 
Morse, who was re-elected last year to a second 

- 10-year term of office: 


‘T IS THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY of the 
Intl. Labor Organization and naturally, as one 
comes to an anniversary, one thinks historically. 
The thing that strikes me perhaps more than any- 
thing else, as I look back, is the ‘constancy of 
change. I look back 40 years: ago and try to 


see what ei. ag then and what the situation 


is today. 

Forty years ago the first conference of the ILO 
took place in Washington, D. C. The members 
of that conference felt-that they had arrived at 
a solution which would protect workers against a 
very dangerous situation, and once this problem 
was settled the workers were going to be protected 
and there could be no further problem. This 
solution was to protect the workers against the 
dangerous effect of the manufacture of matches 
because of the effect sulphur had on their sys- 
tems. And so the ILO arrived at a convention 
in 1919 to protect workers against the conse- 
quences of such manufacture. 

In June of 1960, it is expected that the ILO 
will arrive at a new international instrument to 


protect workers against the effects- of ionizing - 


radiations. So one. is struck with the fact of 
change, but one is also struck with the fact that 
there is no final solution to problems in a chang- 
ing world. There are accommodations which 
are made to various forces based upon under- 
standing, but related to well understood and 
defined principles and objectives. 

It thinks in terms of the problems of the world 
and it thinks in terms of the changes which are 
taking place all over the world. We are no longer 
concerned only with the industrial workers. We 
are also.concerned with the great emerging white 
collar force in the world, with the change in the 
labor force. We're concerned with the problems 
of those who deal in the new atomic energy in- 
stallations—with clerks—with teachers—with 
women workers—with professional workers, 

It is also clear to those of us who are actively 
engaged in the work of the ILO that there is 
an even greater working force than all of this, 
namely, the agricultural workers, which makes 
up the majority of those who toil and struggle in 
this world, and whose problems we must now deal 
with on a priority basis. 

And there is another constant that I'd like 
to mention, a constant in this world of change. 
And that’s the question of peace. I’ve traveled 
during my 11 years in office throughout the 
entire world, and I’ve met with workers and 
employers and government officials in every 
conceivable place in the world and there is one 
thing that the ordinary working man is con- 
cerned about, and that’s peace. 


PEOPLE TALK A GREAT DEAL about 
peace and freedom. Let me tell you what I think 
about the background against which we must 
work in the ILO. 

Look at the world. Look at the question of 
the trade union movement. Look at the question 
of the extent of the independence of the trade 
union movement or employer organization from 
government control and direction in the world 

-and you will see that freedom is something that 
exists in countries which you can count on your 
two hands. 

Look at the question of poverty. . The actual 
per capita income of a worker in a substandard 
society is $125 a year and this has increased $2 
since 1950. That’s not freedom. 

Look at the problem that confronts us with 
respect to population. You will find statistically 
that there is coming into existence each week in 
this world a city about the size of Washington, 

- which would give you approximately 4 million 
people a month, 48 million people a year. 

The same situation exists with respect to the 
gap which divides the world economically. The 
standard of living in the United States and in 
Europe is increasing rapidly, so that despite 
rising standards in the underdeveloped areas, 


.ager of the National Association of Manufactur- 


the gap between the industrialized societies and 
the underdeveloped areas is growing greater. 

We still have a world in which the great major- 
ity of people live in disease and in illiteracy. 

I would like to underline certain propositions. 
In the first place, I think that the ‘workers and 
the employers of the United States~should not 
underestimate the value of fixing world labor pol- 
icy in the ILO; should aot underestimate -the 
process of international conventions and recom- 
mendations. I believe.that the subjects for con- 
ventions and recommendations have to be care- 
fully selected so. that they can be arrived at by 
mutual agreement and applied where they count. 
But I believe that if we are going to meet our 
objectives throughout the world, it is essential 
that we continue defining world social policy, 

I don’t understand really, if I may say so in my 
own home, why there shouldn’t be a more positive 
approach to the problem of conventions by the 
employers of our country. This point has been 
raised by Mr. (Kenneth R.) Miller (general man- 


ers, who spoke as a representative of U.S. em- 
ployers and criticized ILO operation). I cannot 


understand, again speaking just as one American 
to another, what there is about supporting con- 


David A. Morse 


ventions throughout the world that is inimical to 
the interests of the United States. 
Secondly, I think that the ILO must continue 
its work actively and diligently, if it is to accom- 
plish. its objectives, in the field that Bill Schnitzler 
(AFL-CIO secretary-treasurer, who represented 
Pres. George Meany) referred to earlier—human 
rights. This has been, I think, the greatest con- 
tribution of the ILO since its creation in 1919. 
We are the only organization that has had the 
courage to come to grips on a practical basis with 
the problem of human rights, and to translate 
into instruments susceptible of legislative enact- 
ment and implementation, a convention providing 
for the elimination of forced labor, a convention 
against discrimination in employment, a conven- 
tion providing for equal pay for equal work, and a 
convention on freedom of association. 

And coming back again to the concept of 
freedom, I don’t believe that there can be 
freedom without eventual compliance every- 
where with the convention on freedom of asso- 
ciation. I think that the litmus paper, the 
barometer of freedom, in the world is the meas- 
ure of acceptance of the principles enshrined in 
our instrument on freedom of association. 


Thirdly, 1 believe that we can make an impor-|i 
tant contribution to meeting the general prob-|; 
lems that I have mentioned through the technical | } 
assistance program and here I am very happy to}: 
report that we are in the middle of building a}: 
great and effective program, not only on our own, | } 


but within the entire family of the United Na- 
tions, 


AND. FINALLY, there is the question that 
Mr. Schnitzler also referred to: education, We 
do have programs of education in the ILO and 
they cannot be overemphasized. These programs 
must be understood and more actively supported. 
We have a fine program of workers’ education; 
for the promotion of labor-management relations; 
and are embarking on an important program of | is 
management development. 

But we want also to create in Geneva an Intl. 
Institute for Labor Studies which will be an 


|=(TS YOUR— 
WASHINGTON 


Willard Shelton —— 


ELEVEN ABLE WASHINGTON wiiciheieddalie have collabo- 
rated on a book, Candidates 1960, which presents candid portraits 
of seven major presidential potentials plus some dark horses. It is, 
so far as this observer knows, the first effort of its kind, but I have 
no doubt that it will be repeated in campaigns to come.* 

Eric Severeid, the editor, contributes an introduction which makes 
the useful point that “it is virtually. impossible” nowadays to “rig” a 
national nominating convention of either party as the Republican - 
convention of 1920 was rigged for Warren G. Haiding, with the ex- 
ecution in a smoke-filled hotel room. Severeid alse has a profound 
sense 6f the institution, of the presidency as “the only truly national 
office we have” and of the’ nature of any ‘President’ s task as involving 
the “art” of leadership. 

Some foreign friends tend to lift eyebrows-at the mysticism with 
which the American people endow the office. It is nevertheless pro- 
foundly true that each President comes to conceive of himself as 
| peculiarly the servant of all the people, no matter how much one or 
the other may fall short. And if the President, at any moment, is not 


affirmatively for great camer). ei"%8 causes will fail. 
*, 


THE CHAPTERS on the ae are pees highly in- 


formative, well-balanced and written with taste. 


Only two Republicans are considered worthy of full-scale treat- 


ment—vVice Pres. Nixon and Gov. Rockefeller—and there is no 


argument with this. The chapter. on Rockefeller, written by Don 
Irwin of the New York Herald Tribune, is a first-rate job, particu- 
larly useful because as a political newcomer the eager governor is less 
familiar than long-established figures on the national scene. 

There are two .chapters:on Nixon —and this for obvious 
reasons. One, by Philip Potter of the Baltimore Sun, calls him 
a “pitchman” of politics and the other, by Frank Holeman of the 
New York Daily News, advances the doctrine that Americans 
have a “badly distorted picture of this unusual man.” 

The chapter on the leading Democratic possibilities are of .an 
equally useful order. Each chapter is written by a reporter who is 
known by his colleagues to possess qualities of scrupulousness, wit 
and thoroughness, Pen 

* * . 

A READER MAY FIND special j joy in the success of Miss Mary 
McGrory 6f the Washington Star, whose witty and warm writing 
is something unique in our journalism today, in finding the perceptive 
and fresh thing to say about the well-covered Adlai E. Stevenson. 

Sen. Symington of Missouri was fortunate in his reporter, Edward 
P. Morgan of the American Broadcasting Co., who put the senator’s 
candidacy i in perspective as that of a man more broadly based than 


: is generally understood. 


Sen. Humphrey is covered by Charles W. Bailey, II, of the Cowles 


newspapers, and Sen. Kennedy by Fletcher Knebel, also of the 


Cowles publications. Sen. Johnson of Texas, and some other South- 
erners, are the subject of Robert L. Riggs of the Louisville Courier- 
Journal. 

Arthur Sylvester of the Newark News writes of “dark horses” 
including Gov. Williams of Michigan, Gov. Meyner of New Jersey 
and Goy. Brown of California, plus a few highly unlikely Re- 
publicans, It is probable that he would be somewhat more ex- 
pansive today about Gov. Brown, who shares with Rockefeller the 
distinction of having made a national impact in a brief period as 
an able state executive. 

A word may be added: the record makes it clear that the candi- 
dates are men of a high order of ability. Both Kennedy and Syming- 
ton draw lessons from intimate familiarities with the classics; all 
the candidates are hard-working, well-informed, courageous enough 
to do battle on tough issues. Most of them would be accounted 
brilliant in any society. Moreover, it is as certain as anything can 
be that the next President will come from this group. 


mary. Candidates 1960. Edited by Eric Severeid. Published by Basic Books, 
Inc., New York. $4.95. 


MOBILE CANTEEN which the AFL-CIO gave to the Red Cross 

shown at Charleston, S. C., serving refreshments to emergency 
abkaret during the fire that followed explosion ‘of a2 million gallon 
gasoline tank. The canteen was en route to Beaufort County, S. C., 
to serve the homeless following Hurricane oe but made a side 


umbrella for all of our educational work. 


trip to Charleston. 
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ICFTU Editorial Says: 


Trade Unions Apply 
‘Limits to Summitry’ 


The following editorial entitled “Limits to Summitry” appeared 
in the October issue of Free Labor World, the official publication 
of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions. 

By the time this article is in print the Soviet prime minister, Mr. 
Khrushchev, should have completed his visit to the United States. 
Trade unionists everywhere will be among the first to rejoice if his 
talks with Pres. Eisenhower-have contributed to any real relaxation 
of international tension and’ cleared some long-standing obstacles 
on the road to the goal sought by all men of goodwill: universal, 
controlled disarmament. ~ 

The decision of all three nuclear powers towards the end of 
August to prolong the weapons testing truce (one of the steps long 
called for by the ICFTU) was symptomatic of the more hopeful 
atmosphere which had already set in. (The only fly in this ointment 
is the fear that the French are bent on blowing sky-high any vestige 
of respect they enjoy in Africa by exploding a bomb in the Sahara.) 
There has also been the decision to resume general disarmament 
talks, this time in a 10-nation conference representative of the 
eastern and western blocs, but outside the United Nations. 


The next stage will no doubt be a summit conference, and 
here again we can only hope that this will mark further genuine 
progress towards the achievement of a just and lasting peace. 
At the same time we trust that in this last lap of the race to the 
summit the western statesmen will not be tempted to lose sight 
of the real issues at stake for the sake of picking up bargain-price 
peacemakers’ haloes, however useful they may be for domestic 

It can, of course, be taken for granted that these renewed East- 
West exchanges willbe exploited to the maximum by the Commu- 


nists for propaganda purposes. One of the lines which is sure to 
be trotted out is: why not East-West trade union meetings to match 


these political parleys? 


Fallacy Obvious 


The fallacy in this sort of thinking is obvious. In the first place 
there is no comparison between the two kinds of meetings. If the 
horrors of nuclear warfare are to be avoided there clearly must be 
negotiation between the governments of the democratic and Com- 
munist worlds and in this connection the Soviet government—how- 
ever much we dislike the system it represents—is at least undoubt- 
edly competent to take the necessary decisions; negotiations betwen 
it and other governments .can therefore have some meaning. 


This is not the case with Soviet trade unions, however. They 
are not independent organizations competent to take decisions 
without reference to their government. If this is true of the 
Soviet trade unions, it is doubly so of those in the other Soviet- 
bloc countries, subordinate as they are to governments which are 
themselves only puppets. Even from the strictly practical point 
of view it is therefore futile for genuine workers’ organizations to 
canste-etls emt in pebetions paves ete Ge pernte-tade wutene 
of the Communist world. 

The moral argument against having any truck with these people 
is, if anything, even stronger. What should be clearly understood is 
that every meeting with official representatives of these government- 
controlled trade unions is a bitter taunt at the expense of those who 
have refused to compromise with the dictators, an open insult to 
the memory of those who paid the supreme sacrifice in the fight 
against tyranny. 

Reds ‘Anxious’ for Contacts 

The Communists are desperately anxious to multiply these con- 
tacts. They need the prestige which accrues from them not only 
for propaganda in the free world but also for bolstering their 
uncertain authority over their own.workers. That is why they are 
ready to invest really big money—probably more than the whole 
of the annual ICFTU budget— in these all-expenses-paid conducted 
tours for trade unionists. 

Let us be frank about this: any labor leader who accepts favors 
of this sort is acting like a blackleg in the fight for freedom. We 
say this deliberately and we make no exceptions: it applies equally 
to trade unionists from industrialized or developing, from metro- 
politan or colonial countries. - 

The dictators of the Kremlin have brutally suppressed the free 
trade unions wherever they had the chance; they have drowned 
in blood national resistance movements in Hungary, the Ukraine 
and Central Asia, to mention only three areas of the vast Soviet 
empire. These are the facts which cannot be denied by any 

honest trade unionist whether he comes from Algeria or Austra- 
lia, at one end of the ICFTU address book, or from the United 
Kingdom or the United States, at the other. 

A summit conference of leading powers?—-very good, provided 
the democratic statesmen use it not merely for window dressing and 
electioneering but for genuinely seeking an honorable agreement to 
avoid the horrors of nuclear warfare. Hobnobbing with the puppet 
leaders of Communist company unions?—not on your life, so far 
as the ICFTU and the oreeenerne majority of free trade unionists 
ate concerned, 


Morgan Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nighily 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 

‘gan ever the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p.m., EDT.) 


i SHOULD COME as no stunning surprise 
that television quiz shows have been phony 
and Tigged. Television is the fairy tale of our 
time, the medium of such vivid make-believe that 
reality pales and perishes before it. As such, it 
has become a kind of-mécking swiveled monu- 
ment to this electronic era: 
The ~ penetrating eye of 
this magic gadget can and 
on memorable but Ilamen- 
tably limited. occasions 
has put truth stranger than 
fiction in the grasp of mil- 
lions such as no device 
before it had ever done, 
but fiction is more manip- 
ulatable and so fiction, 
strangely, becomes truth. 

Testimony before a 
congressional committee 
not only established that answers to questions on 
the now-defunct quiz show “21” were given to 
contestants in advance but the latter were coached 
on what to wear, when to pretend deep thought 
and how to stammer, so their hesitant, sweated 
replies would impart to the millions of viewers by 


Vandercook Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EDT.) 


- ative party in the British general election is 
almost certain to be taken by many American 
Republicans as a sign and portent of a happier- 
than-had-been-anticipated future for the GOP. 
Perhaps optimists should never be discouraged. 
But in all justice it should 
be pointed out that the 
facts surrounding the Con- 
servative triumph and 
those which will influence 
the American 1960 elec- 
tion are about as different 
as they can be. 

Paradoxically, one of 
the chief contributing fac- 
tors in this latest defeat of 
the British Labor party is 
that Great Britain’s mo‘- 
erate socialists, during 
their two terms of office just after World War II, 
kept too many of their promises. Under the 
prime ministership of Clement Atlee and with a 
safe, solid and unified majority in the House of 
Commons (a kind of unified majority which has 
never been enjoyed by the U.S. Democratic party) 


Vandercook 


A strengthened understanding of the close re- 
lation between organized labor and the churches 
appeared among both trade unionists and church- 
men during the AFL-CIO convention in ‘San 
Francisco. 
Each day’s session opened with prayer by a 
clergyman of a different faith. Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler on the opening day announced 
that delegates were invited to attend Jewish, Cath- 
olic and Protestant services on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday during the convention by virtue of 
atrangements made by Rev. Charles C. Webber, 
AFL-CIO representative for religious relations. 
Schnitzler listed more than a dozen synagogues 
and churches, with locations and times of services, 
to which delegates were specifically invited. 
Sermons dealing with workers and their prob- 
lems were given in several Protestant churches, 
including a number by AFL-CIO laymen. Vice 
Pres. James A. Suffridge, president of the Retail 
Clerks, spoke in the Castro Valley Methodist 
Church; Dir. Albert Whitehouse of the AFL- 
CIO Industrial Union Dept. in the Napa Meth- 
odist Church, and Victor G. Reuther, assistant 
to Pres. Walter P. Reuther of the Auto 


HE BRILLIANT VICTORY of the Conserv-_ 


| 


Quiz Shows and Root of all Evil 


synthetic sincerity how dramatically tough and 
tense the going was. 

STILL, ONE MAY ASK, why go to all the 
trouble of stacking the cards in a parlor game 
when this old-fashioned question-and-answer jazz 
can be pretty exciting in the pure? One of the 
explanations is, if you'll pardon the capitalistic 
crudity, money. Broadcast programming on the 
whole is not aimed primarily at raising the coun- 
try’s cultural level or preparing the populace for 
the hard and sometimes explosive realities of the 
nuclear age. 


mans than to watch a pot of gold grow and 
grow and grow? Chances are the viewer vi- 
cariously spent the take before the winner did. 


The networks probably will emerge from this 


«fix as the protesting innocents, pompously es- 


chewing any similar practices in future. And the 
clever commercial bards of Madison Ave. will 
say better luck next time, it was all part of the 
selling game in which the public expectss to be 
bilked somewhat anyway and doesn’t really mind 
providing it gets a little thrill in the bargain. 


Why British Tories Triumphed 


Britain’s Laborites translated: almost their entire 
social and economic program into law. 

DURING THEIR years in power, the British 
Socialists set up in one simplified system the most 
complete scheme of social “cradle to the grave” 
welfare in force in any free nation, 

Its program so nearly completed, the party 
which had contributed so tremendously to re- 
construction of the British post-war economy 
and to the long-postponed reformation of the 
British social system hit upon a cause which, 
as events have proved, found little favor with 
British voters. 


It began to wonder if the American both-party 
policy of firmness and watchfulness toward Russia 
(essentially also the policy of Britain’s up-dated 
Tories) might not be wrong. The leaders of the 
minority party began to express the belief that if 
they were allowed to practice gentleness, kind- 
ness and courtesy to the Communists, then per- 
haps the Kremlin would reciprocate and would 
adopt sweetly peaceful softening out of sheer 
gratitude. 

Almost certainly, it was that marked softening 
of Britain’s Socialist party’s attitude toward the 
threats and hazards of the Communists, and their 
excessive willingness to assist in what Churchill 
once called the “liquidation” of the British Em- 
pire, that has “fed up” the United Kingdom’s 
voters. 


‘Close Ties Between Labor, Churches 
Strengthened by Convention Programs 


Workers, in San Francisco’s Glide Methodist 
Church. 

In addition, Webber preached in Grace Prot- 
estant Episcopal Cathedral and Msgr. Walter J. 
Tappe invoked divine guidance for the convention 
and preached on labor at the high mass in St. 
Mary’s Catholic Cathedral. 


On the same Sunday evening San Francisco Bay 


area protestant theological students met under the 
leadership of Dr. Clair M. Cook, executive direc- 
tor of the Religion & Labor Council. Also present 
were Webber; Dr. Cameron Hall, executive sec- 
retary of the Dept. of the Church and Economic 
Life of the National Council of Churches, and Rev. 
Paul Musselman, national official of the Episcopal 
Church. 


On Sept. 21 Cook addressed the convention on 


the work of the Religion & Labor Council, the im- - 


portance of which was emphasized by AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany in his reply. 

Vice Pres. A. J. Hayes, president of the Ma- 
chinists, and Reuther on the same day spoke at a 
luncheon for more than 100 Protestant clergymen 
and theological students. 
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Convention Backs Steel Strike: 


Woodworkers Vote 
For 2 Top Officers 


Minneapolis, Minn.—Some 100,000 members of the Wood- 
workers in the United States and Canada are casting ballots this 


month in a referendum election 
union posts. 
The contestants for president, 


to fill the two top international 


nominated | at the union’s 21st 


constitutional convention here, are 
jacumbent Pres. A. F. Hartung, 
seeking another term in the post 
he has held since 1951, and Charles 
Savage, Shelton, Wash., a one-term 
former member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. In a race for 
first vice president are the incum- 
bent, James Dicey, also nominated 
for another term, and Wilbur Hen- 
dershot, Olympia, Wash. 

Ballots in the contests must be 
returned to international headquar- 
ters in Portland, Ore., postmarked 
not later than Nov. 3. They will 
be counted on arrival. 

Claude Ballard, second vice pres- 
ident, and Sec.-Treas. William Bot- 
kin were renominated without op- 
position. 

The convention roundly con- 
demned a drastic anti-labor bill 
passed recently in British Colum- 
bia which places sharp restric- 
tions on union activity, including 
picketing, and opens unions to 
harrying lawsuits. Delegates 
from that Canadian province 
were instructed to support candi- 
dates in elections who are dedi- 
cated to the enactment of fair 
and equitable labor laws. 


A strong resolution in behalf of 
the striking Steelworkers was passed 
pledging all possible moral and 
financial support to the USWA 
members in their struggle against 
the giant steel corporations. 

Further resolutions were passed 
supporting the Forand bill and a 
federal minimum wage of $1.25 an 
hour, and asking that states and 
provinces establish minimum wage 
requirements by law at least on a 
par with the U.S. federal minimum 
wage. The exclusion of woods op- 


New York Labor Hits 
Child Work Age Cut 


Albany, N. Y.—The New York State AFL-CIO has given quali- 
fied approval to Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller’s proposed use of youth 
work camps to combat juvenile delinquency but strongly opposed 
his suggestion to lower the state’s minimum age for employment. 

State AFL-CIO Pres. Harold C. Hanover warned that changing 


the child labor laws to permit work® 
by youngsters between 14 and 16 
years of age would mean that 
“young children would flood the 
labor market and because of lack 
of jobs would be forced into idle- 
ness, a state which is conducive to 
delinquency and crime.” 

In another policy move, the 
State Committee on Political Ed- 
ucation announced its opposition 
to two of the eight constitutional 
amendments being submitted to 
referendum in the coming elec- 
tion. 

Amendment No. 8, permitting 
taxpayers to compute their state 
income taxes on the basis of fed- 
eral rules and interpretations, was 
opposed on the ground that there 
are “too many loopholes for those 


Arizona State AFL-CIO 
Fills Education Post 


Tucson, Ariz.—The Arizona 
State AFL-CIO has named Eddie 
Poole of Phoenix as director of 
education. 


Poole, a member of Operating 
Engineers’ Local 428, is a graduate 
of the Arizona Labor School and 
the Rock Mountain Labor School. 

His fulltime duties will include 
supervision of a weeklong resident 
summer school, weekend institutes, 
statewide scholarship programs and 
local union education activities. 


erations of 12. or less employes 
from the f al minimum wage 
requirements was also condemned. 


Hartung Raps Reactionaries 

Hartung in his opening remarks 
directed a strong blast at reaction- 
aries in government who are clam- 
oring for “more vicious legislation” 
in the field of labor. 

“In my opinion they are the 
same fascists who set Hitler up in 
power,” Hartung said. “Hitler’s 
first act was to destroy the labor 
movement in Germany. 

“Pres. Eisenhower is right in 
the middle, jumping every time 
some big business mogul asks 
him to jump as he did recently 
when he threw his weight behind 
the reactionaries for vicious anti- 
labor bills by going on the radio 
and appearing on TY. 

Hartung charged that big busi- 
ness is running the White House, 
rather than the President, and that 
“anything they want he is for re- 
gardless of what it does to the 
people.” 

He asserted that the pattern of 
merging corporations has spread to 
the lumbering industry. 

Warns on Mergers 

“Unless the people wake up soon 
to what is going on and bring to a 
stop the grouping of these indus- 
trial giants we will be under a dic- 
tatorship without changing a word 
of our constitution,” he declared. 

Among other resolutfons the con- 
vention passed was one asking for 
an exchange of union and worker 
groups between this country and 
Soviet Russia. Such an exchange 


would “help promote peace,” the 
resolution said. 


in the upper-income brackets in the 
federal law.” 

Also opposed was Amendment 
No. 5, providing that primary elec- 
tions be held only when there is 
a contest for public or party office. 
The COPE statement said -,this 
would rule out write-in votes. 

COPE strongly supported a 
school bond proposal before the 
electorate and urged local unions 
and central bodies throughout the 
state to give it active backing. 

No position was taken on an 
amendment which would disqualify 
public officials from office or pub- 
lic employment for five years if 
they refuse to testify before a grand 
jury on the conduct of their office. 

New York labor’s position on 
youth work camps was that the 
proposal “seems very appealing 
on the surface” but that “the 
hard core of the delinquency 
‘problem is the need for improved 
livigg conditions and for an im- - 
proved environment.” 

The problems which are at the 
root of juvenile delinquency, Han- 
over declared, will still be confront- 
ing youngsters who return from 
work camps. 

He said techniques would have 
to be developed to separate poten- 
tial delinquents from hard core de- 
linquents and to avoid the “stigma 
that would probably be attached to 


Sec.-Treas. John Chupka. 


THE 2,000TH BENEFICIARY of the Dyers & Printers Pension Fund, Mrs. Rose Torsiello, Lodi, . 
N. J., receives her first check at a luncheon in New York. Shown with her are, at left, Henry 
Welvaert, the 1,000th pensioner, and Harry G. Liese, employer representative who is chairman of 
the union-management board of trustees; right, William Gordon, Textile Workers Union of America 
dyeing industry director and secretary-treasurer of the fund; TWUA Pres. William Pollock and 


Credit Union 
Day Hailed 
By Meany 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
extended fraternal greetings to the 
13 million members of credit un- 
ions—1 million of them in the 


Labor Joins in Feting 
Mrs. Roosevelt at 75 


New York—Labor will support “to our fullest capacity” public 
and private programs to prevent and cure cancer, Dir. Nelson H. 
Cruikshank of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Social Security declared at a 
seminar here sponsored jointly by the Eleanor Roosevelt Institute 
for Cancer Research and the AFL-CIO. 


1,186 credit unions started by union 
members—on Intl. Credit Union 
Day, which was observed Oct. 15. 

The day marked the 110th an- 
niversary of the founding of the 
credit union movement in Ger- 
many. 

“Democratically operated by 
and in behalf of their members,” 
said Meany, “credit unions pro- 
vide a unique type of saving and 
lending service which is very use- 
ful to wage earners. Organized 
labor has traditionally extended 
its cooperation in establishing 
credit unions and in encouraging 
its members to join credit unions. 

“I congratulate the credit union 
movement on its fine record of 
growth and extend my best wishes 
for the years ahead.” 


Pres. Eisenhower also sent greet- 
ings on Credit Union Day, which 
is sponsored by the Credit Union 
National Association, Madison, 
Wis., an international non-profit 
organization serving some 26,000 
credit unions in all parts of the 
world. 


in honor of Mrs. Roosevelt’s 75th 
birthday anniversary. Scheduled 
speakers included Health, Educa- 
tion & Welfare Sec. Arthur S. 
Flemming; Dr. Rudolf Coigney of 
the World Health Organization; Dr. 
John R. Heller, director of the Na- 
tional Cancer Institute; and Dr. 
Robert A. Husbey, chief consult- 
ant to the Eleanor Roosevelt In- 
stitute, to be located at the Ameri- 
can Medical Center at Denver, 
Colo. 


Cruikshank told the audience 
of business, civic and labor lead- 
ers that “whatever differences 
we may have in collective bar- 
gaining, in politics or in ques- 
tions of medical economics, we 
are all one in this fight.” 

Labor has a particular interest 
in intensified research in the area 
of industrial cancer, he said, citing 
evidence that “a significant amount 
of lung cancer is attributable to 


the inhalation of air pollutants.” 


> 
The seminar and luncheon were’ 


Declaring that “labor should do 
more than we have done” in the 
battle against cancer, Cruikshank 
said: 

“We need to be more active in 
educating our members to recog- 
nize the danger signs and to seek 
early medical attention. 

“We also need to re-examine 
the prevailing type of health and 
welfare plans that we have ne- 
gotiated with our employers. 
More emphasis should be put on — 
preventive care, rather than 
merely the payment for services 
only when the patient is hospi- 
talized.” 

Paying tribute to Mrs. Roose- 
velt’s “years of service to human- 
ity,” Cruikshank said “a confer- 
ence dedicated to discovering more 
effective ways to combat one of 
humanity’s greatest scourges is the 
most appropriate way of observing 


the birthday of this truly great . 


lady.” 


A wide-ranging inquiry into the causes and 
cures of the nation’s continuing high joblessness 
has been proposed by the AFL-CIO. 


Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller pro- 
pounded this series of questions for the special 
Senate Committee on Unemployment headed by 
Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy (D-Minn.) as it opened 
its inquiry into the social and economic impact 
of unemployment: 


@ What has happened to workers displaced 
by technological change, including what kinds of 
jobs, if any, they now have and what programs 
can be devised by government to aid displaced 
workers and their families? 

@ Are vocational retraining facilities ade- 
quate, and should the government devise some 
programs of financial aid during a retraining 
period? 

@ Can federal, state and local governments 
assist workers over 45 to find new job opportu- 
nities and skills and wages comparable to their 
experience? 


@ What are the prospects for labor displace- 


those who go to these camps.” 


ment in the next few years—by industry and area 


td 


Broad Probe of Unemployment 
Urged on Senate by AFL-CIO 


—on the basis of current business orders for new 
technological equipment? 

@ Is the U.S. Employment Service adequately 
staffed and administered to assist displaced work- 
ers in finding jobs in their old skills, to assist in 
retraining, and to then find job Spperenmties in 
their new skills? 

@ What are management’s responsibilities in 
easing the impact, of technological transition on 
workers, their families and communities? 

@ Can a plan of reinsurance be worked out 
for the federal-state unemployment compensation 
system so that states can pool their resources to 
meet a national recession in which there are local 
concentrations of joblessness? 

@ What changes in benefit levels and benefit 
periods would make the unemployment insurance 
system a more effective anti-recession device? 

@ How can the undercutting of the unemploy- 
ment insurance system be prevented in the inter- 
state competition for industry? 

@ What types of relocation loans or grants 
would encourage unemployed workers to leave 
distressed communities ton job possibilities in 
other areas? 
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CLOSE FARMER-LABOR TIES are demonstrated by Lawrence, Kan., Building & Construction 
Trades Council at booth set up at Douglas County Fair for distribution of AFL-CIO literature. 
Registering at booth for free prizes shown on turntable in rear is Douglas County Fair Pres. Clyde 
Husted. Working at the booth are (left to right) Otis Wiggins, business representatives of Carpen- 
ters Local 2279, and Robert R. Septon, assistant business representative of Intl. Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 226. 


ILGWU Seeks Contractual Status 
For Shop Fire Warden Program 


New York—The Ladies’ Garment Workers’ have announced plans to seek provisions in all con- 
tracts making shop fire drills mandatory and sanctioning safety inspections by the ILGWU’s 


volunteer shop fire wardens. 


At the same time, the union disclosed that the New York Fire Dept. had praised the ILGWU’s 
reducing the number of fires in garment shops here by nearly 18 


warden program, crediting it for 


percent in the past year. 

In a letter to all ILGWU affili- 
ates, Pres. David Dubinsky urged 
that they obtain contract clauses 
providing for the holding of semi- 
annual fire drills in the shops— 


U.S. Unionist 
Aiding Labor 
On Okinawa 


An AFL-CIO representative has 
left for Okinawa to help workers 
on this country’s Pacific bastion 
develop their own free trade union 
movement. 


On assignment to the Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions is 
Howard T. Robinson, an interna- 
tional representative of the Elec- 
trical, Radio & Machine Workers, 
who is expected to spend at least 
two years assisting the workers on 
Okinawa and the other islands in 
the Ryukyuan group build a strong 
independent labor movement and 
raise their living standards. 

His assignment carries out 
one of the main recommenda- 
tions of an ICFTU mission which 
visited the island in 1956 under 
the chairmanship of George L- 
P Weaver, assistant to the pres- 
ident of the TUE. The mission in 
its report proposed that a trade 
unionist, preferably an Ameri- 
can, spend at least two years in 
the Ryukyus helping workers lay 
the groundwork for unionism, as- 
sisting the labor movement in 
maintaining contacts with other 
free unions and developing a 
worker education program. 


One of the reasons for the con- 
cern of both the AFL-CIO and the 
ICFTU in Okinawa is the existence 
of a Communist-oriented political 
group which has been attempting 
to make inroads in the fledgling 
labor movement already in exist- 
ence. The U.S. Army administers 
the island and has welcomed or- 
ganized labor’s aid to the Oki- 
nawans. 

Robinson, who is 33 and whose 
home is in Buffalo, N. Y., has been 
an IUE representative in several of 
the union’s districts in the East 
and Midwest. At the time of his 
assignment to Okinawa he was spe- 
cial assistant to the New York 
State industrial commissioner. 


preferably in March and Septem- 
ber. 

The letter directs that in these 
drills workers are to be required 
to leave the building or to move 
into safety areas as recommended 
by local fire officials. New workers 
hired during the period between 
drills are to be informed at the time 
of hiring as to the fire safety pre- 
cautions in the shop and the loca- 
tion of all exits. 

Praise for the ILGWU’s fire 
warden program came from 
N. Y. Fire Commissioner Ed- 


Walters to Join 
Federal Service 


Thomas G. Walters has resigned 
as operations director of the Gov- 
ernment Employes’ Council to join 
the staff of the Bureau of Retire- 
ment & Insurance in the Civil Serv- 
ice Commission. 

He has served the GEC, which 
represents 24 AFL-CIO unions of 
government workers with more 
than 500,000 members, since 1948. 
In his new post, which he will take 
over early in November, he will 
perform liaison duties between em- 
ploye organizations and the bureau 
in connection with administration 
of the new Federal Employes 
Health Benefits Act. 

A native of Georgia, he served 
three years as president of the Na- 
tional Rural Letter Carriers Asso- 
ciation. 


ward F. Cavanagh, Jr., who re- 
ported that in the first year of 
the program the number of gar- 
ment shop fires declined 17.7 
percent, while the number of 
general structural fires in the city 
rose by 9.3 percent. 

“This is positive proof of the 
effectiveness of industrial fire war- 
den programs,” Cavanagh declared. 
“Thanks to the splendid coopera- 


tion given our department by the 


ILGWU we have been able to make 
this remarkable improvement even 
in an industry handling combustible 
materials under crowded condi- 
tions. 

The ILGWU shop fire warden 
plan was developed cooperatively 
with the fire department following 
a tragic fire at the Monarch Under- 
garment shop here Mar. 19, 1958, 
in which 24 persons perished. 

Under the plan inspections are 
made twice a year. The results 
are filed with the fire commis- 
sioner and made the basis of im- 
mediate shop inspections by the 
department in instances where 
hazards have been found. Co- 
operative efforts are then made 
with employers to eliminate the 
hazards. This is the procedure 
which the union now seeks to 
give contractual standing. 

At present there are more than 
4,000 volunteer wardens in 
ILGWU-organized shops in New 
York City. Similar programs are 
being developed by the union in 
other garment centers. 


bodies to participate actively 


Security was named 


in the conference. 


Meany Asks State Bodies 
To Join Parley on Aging 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany has urged state central 


White House Conference on Aging and to seek representation 
on state committees now being set up. 

The conference, set for January 1961, is scheduled to bring 
2,800 delegates to Washington for a 5-day meeting, 

Meany, in a letter to the state AFL-CIO groups, cited the 
San Francisco convention resolution declaring that the White 


the present ills that beset our aging citizens.” 
Dir. Nelson H. Cruikshank of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Social 
by Meany to coordinate labor participa- 


in plans for the forthcoming 


Wage ‘Offer Re-examined;, 


a a aS ra 


tives’ Association. 


ene 


Leighty told a news conference 
here that the written counter-pro- 
posals of management to the non- 
op unions’ request for a 25-cent 
hourly raise. included these de- 
mands: 

@ The 1i5-cent cut in wages 
which management announced was 
intended to bring rail wages “down 
to the level” of other industries. 

@ Elimination of cost-of-living 
raises provided by the escalator 
clause of the present agreement, 
amounting to 13 cents an hour to 
date. The union’s contract pro- 
posal had been to incorporate the 
13 cents into the basic wage rate. 

@ An additional 5 cents an hour 
cut which the railroads say would 
cover the cost of vacation and 


the unions. 

In addition to the pay slashes, 
management also proposed reduc- 
tion of benefits under the hospital 
and medical insurance program in 
effect on the railroads, Leighty said. 

The carriers proposed a $25 
deductible provision for hospital 
and surgical benefits, with a cut 
of 15 percent in scheduled bene- 
fits above that amount. Medical 
and polio benefits would carry a 
$50 deductible provision — and 
then a 25 percent slash in bene- 
fits. 

Meanwhile the operating unions 
were running into the same stone 
wall of management resistance to 
pay hike proposals and insistence 
on a wage cut. 

.The Switchmen, the Locomotive 
Engineers and the Conductors 
have held meetings with the Joint 
Carriers Conference Committee 
and the National Mediation Board 
has entered the picture to try to 
break the deadlock. 

The Railroad Trainmen have be- 
gun preliminary talks with the car- 
riers’ committee and the Firemen 
& Enginemen have talks scheduled. 

At a news conference following 
an RLEA meeting here, Leighty 
charged that there is “a definite 


holiday improvements sought by | 


connection between the way the 
railroads and the steel industry 


To Bargain 


maneuvers to oust the union. The® 


U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals at 
Cincinnati turned down a company 
move to decertify UAW Local 155 
as bargaining representative and 
dissolved a restraining order which 
had prevented the National Labor 
Relations Board from holding hear- 
ings on unfair labor practice 
charges brought by the union. 
Still pending in Macomb 
County Circuit Court is a re- 
quest by the UAW for an injunc- 
tion closing the plant on the ba- 
sis of repeated violations of fed- 
eral and state labor-management 
relations legislation. 

The company, which makes au- 
tomation equipment, has attempted 
to resume production with strike- 
breakers recruited from  long- 
jobless former employes. 

Several hundred persons on the 
bottom of the seniority list—those 
who had been laid off from 8 to 18 
months before the start of the walk- 
out—were invited to take over the 


strikers’ jobs, 


Firm Beaten in Court 


Fraser, Mich.—Eleven months after the Auto Workers were 
certified as bargaining representatives and 10 weeks after the 200 
workers went out on strike, the Cross Co. here has agreed to sit 
down and negotiate with the union. 
_ The action followed a double defeat for the company in its legal 


Rails Seek'33- Cent Oi 
Cut, Leighty Says 


San Francisco—Railroad management's “wage offer” to uniog 
representing 650,000 non-operating employes adds up to a 33-cey , 
‘hourly pay slash instead of the 15-cent cut previously calculated 
according to Chairman G. E. Leighty of the Railway Labor Exe 
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New Rail Agreement rhe | 
Is ‘Trail-Blazer’ pganizir 
Chicago— The Mainte. | [% ‘tt 
nance of Way Employes have prio se 
negotiated a “trail-blazing oa ight 
agreement” with the nation’s | }"8" ee 
railroads aimed at stabilize. | §™° Pr 
tion of employment. _e 
BMWE Pres. Harold C. | $0" 
Crotty said the agreement, to | §™™ 
become effective Dec. 1, pro- | J?rs*! 
vides safeguards against | §2"8 3° 
wholesale reductions in em- ais 
ployment, changes in rates of the ap 
pay or unilateral changes in Carl | 
work methods as a result of | ated | 
mechanization. It also sets up | § tO" 
a goal of minimizing seasonal board 
fluctuations in employment. least 
source 
have been acting. We believe Pirie 
there’s a conspiracy between them suthor 
to beat down labor so that profits $500,( 
can soar to new heights.” oher 
He said the wage cut demands 4. ¢, 
of the carriers are part of the “ve J, 
cious attack” railroad management J pande. 
has mounted against its employes I can 
during the past year. to pa 
“Instead of negotiating in the ganiz 
manner contemplated by the Raib Kn 
way Labor Act,” Leighty contin § yote 
ued, “they’ve been resorting to an § , let! 
advertising and propaganda smear J Mea: 
campaign.” satis 
He declared that railroad § of tt 
workers are “bitterly incensed” § twee 
at the attacks made by the car- Buil< 
riers, particularly in view of the 
employes’ record of “efficiency 
and productivity.” ‘| 
He said the unions will attempt 9 > « ¢ 
“to resolve our differences with the § . 
carriers through the machinery of A 
the Railway Labor Act” but 
charged management with seeking 7 
to force a strike. - 
Citing establishment by the rail De’ 
roads of “a huge strike insurance . 
fund,” Leighty said the “millions” | 5 
to be spent on strike insurance § 4a: 
“would be completely unnecessary : 
if they would sit down and nego § lab 
tiate with us in good faith.”- 4 
the 
Jo: 
Ur 
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Menidclcand 
New Head of 


Cloak Board 


New York—Henoch Mendel- 
sund has been elected manager of 
the New York Cloak Joint Board 
of the Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers, succeeding Isidore Nagler, 
ILGWU vice president who died 
recently. 

Mendelsund, 48, was Nagler’s 
assistant for the last six years. He 
joined the ILGWU as a machine 
operator in 1941, the year he came 
from Poland as a refugee from 
Nazi persecution and Soviet Baer 
eration.” 


He had been active in the Jew- 
ish labor movement of Poland and 
was secretary to Victor Alter, 
Polish labor leader who was later 


executed by the Russians. 
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] Seguin: Staff Kick in: $8;521: _ 


\Oil Workers Vote to, Set tik 
ew Emergency War 


} Cleveland—Delegates to the Oil, Chemical & Atomic Workers convention here quickly backed 
p with cash a resolution setting up an “emergency war chest” to aid the Steelworkers and the 
gion’s Own menibers on the picket lines. 
After calling for a $5 contribution from each member of the union, delegates and staff members 
wt the fund in- business by contributing $8,521 via a floor collection. Officers, staff employes and 


r Chest 


3 


z 


ard members all gave a day’s pay 
» the fund. 

The convention approved an 
ganizing blueprint submitted by 
ibe international officers giving top 
priority . to building the union’s 
membership and. winning bargain- 
ing rights at key unorganized plants. 
The program. calls for. reducing the 
oontract servicing activities of the 
ynion’s staff to “an absolute mini- 
mum” so as to free international 
representatives for full-time organ- 
ging assignments. 

Pres. O. A. Knight announced 
the appointment of Dist. Dir. E. 
Carl Mattern to the newly cre- 
ated post of director of organi- 
zation and he said the executive 
board had voted to devote “at 
Jeast 50 percent of the total re- 
sources of the union” to organ- 
izing. 

The board, he reported, also 
authorized the borrowing of up to 
$500,000 from local unions and 
other labor sources to help finance 
the campaign. 

Knight told the delegates he in- 
tended to free himself “fas much as 
Ican” from other duties in order 
to participate personally in the or- 
ganizing program. 

Knight obtained by unanimous 
vote the convention’s approval of 
a letter to AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany expressing: the union’s dis- 
satisfaction with interpretations 
of the jurisdictional agreement be- 
tween industrial unions and the 


He said “running maintenance” 
—assigned to industrial unions un- 
der the agreemept—should cover 
“that type of repair, adjustment or 
change necessary’ to keep existing 
inits in operating condition” and 
not be’ limited to maintenance 
which could be performed while the 
plant was running. 

“I am under instructions from 
the convention,” Knight wrote, “to 
make every effort to continue under 
the Miami agreement (between the 
building trades and industrial un- 
ions), but with the further direc- 
tion to withdraw the OCAW from 
the agreement if there is a continu- 
ation of ‘the present confusion and 
turmoil resulting from our inability 
to make the Miami agreement 
work.” 


Knight expressed the hope that 
the arbitration procedure approved 
in principle at the AFL-CIO con- 
vention in San Francisco “may end 
the serious difficulties concerning 
jurisdiction that we are now hav- 
ing.” 

In a convention speech Pres. 
James B. Carey of the Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers, an 
AFL-CIO vice president and Ex- 
ecutive Council member, described 
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev 
as “a far more accessible ruler, a 
far less provincial, less isolated and 
insulated individual” than the late 
Joseph Stalin. 

There have been “insistent bur- 


Building Trades Dept. 


Tanker Owners, Crews 


Ask Probe of Ship Use 


The Joint Committee for American-Flag Tankers has filed a 


formal request with Dir. Leo A. 


Defense Administration that he hold a hearing to determine if the 
national security is threatened by the “virtual exclusion” of U.S.- 
flag tankers from carrying imported oil to this country. 

The committee is composed of® 


labor and management spokesmen 
of the tanker industry, with 
the workers represented by Pres. 
Joseph N. Curran of the Maritime 
Union and Pres. Paul Hall of the 
Seafarers. It estimates that only 
two percent of the oil being im- 
ported into the U.S. is carried on 
American-flag tankers. 

Under the procedure, Hoegh 
as chief of OCDM is required to 
investigate and hold hearings and 
to inform the President if he de- 
termines that oil imports are en- 
tering the country “under such 
circumstances as to threaten to 
impair the national security.” 

The President has already issued 
a proclamation allocating quotas to 


inland refineries which asserted |} 


they were threatened by oil imports. 
If he receives a report from 
Hoegh that national security is 


threatened by use of foreign-flag |: 


tankers for the imports, he may 


amend the previous proclamation |; 


Talks Resumed in 
Flint Glass Strike 


Pittsburgh — Negotiations have 
been resumed here in the five-week 
Strike of the Flint Glass Workers 
at 79 glass container manufactur- 
ing plants. 

The strikers are skilled mold- 
makers and while most of the 
Plants are continuing operation, the 
output has been sharply curtailed 
a molds. made before the strike 
Started become unusable. 

The talks here were arranged by 
the Federal Mediation Service. 


geonings toward freedom, even at 


Hoegh of the Office of Civil & 


the risk of lifg itself,” Carey said, 
in Poland, Hungary and East Ger- 
many and other rebellions against 
Communist tyranny. “We will use 
every means at our command to 
sustain these fighters for freedom.” 
“But that, we realize, is not 
enough,” he continued, “If we of 
labor are given any opportunity to 
decrease tensions between our 
country and the Soviet Union... 
we shall seize those opportunities.” 
At stake, Carey said, “is civiliza- 
tion itself, the human race, perhaps 
life itself.” 

In other convention actions, the 
OCAW: 

@ Called on locals to make 
every effort to organize white collar 
workers in plants where they hold 
bargaining rights. 

@ Set a policy of encouraging 
amalgamation of small locals for 
more effective servicing through 
the arbitration procedure approved 
pooling of resources. 

@ Protested “increased fees” be- 
ing charged for arbitration and, 
attempts by companies “to change 
contracts by arbitration decisions,” 
and called for “establishment and 
enforcement of a code of ethics by 
arbitrators which will bring about 
a more impartial approach than is 
often the case today.” 

@ Asked the Industrial Union 
Dept. “to provide staff and facilities 
necessary to give assistance to affil- 
iated unions in the atomic energy 
field.” 

.@ Pledged support for the Men- 
tal Health Center of America at 
Denver and authorized an annual 
fund drive anong OCAW members 
to help support the free. treatment 
and research center. 

@ Re-elected all incumbent in- 
ternational officers. 

Tentative plans for an exchange 
of visits.during the. convention by 
officers of the Chemical Workers 
and the OCAW did not materialize. 
Early in the session, Knight report- 


or issue a new one requiring that 
up to half of ali imported oil be 
shipped on U.S.-flag tankers, or 
giving the owners of “bona fide 
and qualified” tankers flying the 
U.S. flag individual quotas for im- 
ported oil which they would carry 


ed on the failure of merger talks 
between the two unions “because 
of honest disagreement on basic 
issues.” 

He called for continued coopera- 
tion with the ICWU “in every way 
practicable” and commented that 
“probably a longer courtship must 


on their own U.S.-flag vessels. 


precede marriage.” 


ts 


eet. OCTOBER 17, 1959 e petnts toi sese pee Page Eleven 


NEWLY-APPOINTED director of organization for the Oil, Chem- 
ical & Atomic .Workers, E. Carl Mattern, was presented to the 
OCAW convention in Cleveland by Pres. O. A. Knight, right. 
Mattern was the union’s district director in Dallas, Tex. 


AIW Convention Hails 
|2 Years of Progress 


Milwaukee, Wis.—More than 450 delegates to the Allied Indus- 
trial Workers’ 12th international convention here faced a heavy 
agenda including resolutions on dues and salary increases and more 
than ‘40 constitutional changes necessitated by the Landrum-Grif- 


| Kranz Named to 


GREETINGS ARE EXCHANGED by Pres. Carl Griepentrog 
(right) of the Allied Industrial Workers and Pres. George Haberman 
of the Wisconsin State AFL-CIO at the union’s convention in Mil- 
waukee, Wis. At left is ATW Sec.-Treas. Gilbert Jewell, and 
second from right is AIW Reg. Dir. Clifford mee the convention 
chairman, 


fin Act. 


Opening day ceremonies were'> 


marked by addresses of welcome 
from Milwaukee Mayor Frank P. 
Zeidler, Wisconsin State AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Haberman, and Mil- 
waukee County Labor Council 
Pres. J. F. Friedrick. Clifford L. 
Matchey, AIW director of this re- 
gion, served as convention chair- 
man and introduced Pres. Carl W. 
Griepentrog for the keynote . ad- 
‘dress. 

Griepentrog was given a stand- 
ing ovation when he told the dele- 
gates the AIW is proud of its tre- 
mendous record of accomplishment 
in the past two years, and that it 
faces the future with even greater 
confidence. 

The AIW head warned that the 
going would not be easy and that 
recent anti-labor legislation would 
throw additional road blocks into 
the union’s path, but he declared 
“with a determined leadership and 
a loyal rank and file membership 
we will march ahead on all fronts— 
organizational, economic, contrac- 
tual, and most important, increased 
services and aids to our local un- 
ions.” 

William F. Schnitzler, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the AFL-CIO, 
congratulated the union on its 
progress but warned that organ- 
ized labor faces one of the most 
dangerous periods in its history. 

A strong united front by all 
workers and their families is a 
must if the trade union move- 


American U. Staff 


Harry Kranz, formerly admin- 
istrative assistant to Pres. Walter 
P. Reuther of the Auto Workers 
and for a decade an official of the 
New Jersey CIO Council, has been 
appointed deputy director of the 
new foreign trade union: training 
program in the School of Intl. 
|Service at American University, 
Washington. 

Before joining the UAW staff in 
April 1957, Kranz had served for 
10 years in legislative, public re- 
lations, educational and. editorial 
work with the New Jersey CIO. 

His appointment to his new post 
was announced by Dean Ernest S. 
Griffith of the School of Intl. Serv- 
ice. The foreign union training 
program was launched this fall un- 
der the direction of Philip M. 
Kaiser, professor of international 
labor relations and assistant secre- 
tary of labor for foreign affairs 


ment is to survive and grow, he 
said. He particularly cited the 
attitude of steel management and 
called their record-breaking prof- 
its “the greatest rape of the 
American economy in history.” 
Wisconsin Gov. Gaylord Nelson 
described the many contributions 
of the Badger State toward a more 
liberal and progressive form of 
government. He said he sincerely 
felt that’ the future of America 
rests a great deal on the continued 
success and growth of the trade 
union movement. 
Re-elected to office were Grie- 
pentrog, Sec.-Treas. Gilbert Jewell, 
Vice Pres. Bert Backinger, and 
Frank Evans, board member-at- 
large. 
Clifford L. Matchey, V. Q. 
Lapage, Edward T. Donahue, Ira 
Luplow, Dominick D'Ambrosio, 
and Carl Smigel were re-elected as 
executive board members. 


PHS Warns 
Of Slump in 
Doctor Ratio 


The slumping ratio of doctors 
and dentists to the population’ will 
continue unless there is a substan- 
tial increase in medical school 
graduates, according to a report 
issued by the U.S. Public Health 
Service. ; 

The report sharpened the call of 
the recent AFL-CIO convention 
for a comprehensive program of 
federal aid for medical education. 

The AFL-CIO pointed to the 
proposal of 14 to 20 new medical 
schools—just to maintain the pres- 
ent ratio—made by the Consultants 
on Medical Research and Educa- 
tion to the Secretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare. 

The PHS report said the ratio 
of doctors to population, which for 
20 years ranged between 131 and 
135 per 100,000 persons, will fall 
to 126 per 100,000 by 1975 under 
current trends. 

The ratio of dentists was 62 per 
100,000 in 1940 and 57 in 1958, 
and will plummet to about 50 per 
100,000 in 1975. 


One bright spot in “Health Man- 
power Source Book, Section 9: 
Physicians, Dentists, Nurses” was. 
that the ratio of professional nurses 
will rise from 268 per 100,000 in 


‘| during the Truman Administration. 


co 


1958 to 284 per 100,000 in 1970. 
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_ Dues Increase Voted 
To Launch Campaign 


~ (Continued from Page’ 1) 
of American. workers and on the 
_ principle of unionism itself cannot 
successfully be met by a defensive 
attitude. It has to be met and 
overcome by a powerful labor of- 
fensive.” 

He added, “to the limits of our 
energy and intelligence, the UAW 
will. use this increased income to 
these ends.” 

The UAW president, first elected 
to the post in this same city 13 
years ago, told the convention dur- 
ing discussion of the dues increase 
that “we've got plenty of programs 
but we need to implement them 
and need more money to _ carry 
them out.” 


‘Strong UAW’ Seen 

The increase in per capita, which 
will raise about $6 million a year, 
with incorporation into the dues 
structure of the special $1 a month 
assessment for the strike fund, will 
produce the funds to create a 
stronger UAW, Reuther declared. 

The 2,500 delegates threw their 
support behind the dues increase 
and the union’s leadership, re- 


1,604 ‘Freshmen’ 
Among Delegates 


credited to the UAW’s 17th 
convention, 1,604 were not 
delegates to the 1957 conven- 
tion. 

UAW officials said it was 
reasonable to assume the 
overwhelming majority of the 
1,604 were attending their 
first convention. 


electing along with Reuther all 
members of the executive board. 
There were contests for five of. the 
18 board seats. 


The dues increase, adopted 
after 10 hours of intensive de- 
bate during which 60 delegates 
spoke for or against the proposal 
of the convention’s Constitution 
Committee, provides for an in- 
crease in minimum dues from $3 
to $5 a month. The total breaks 
down to an increase of from 

$1.50 to $2 in local union dues; 
from $1.25 to $1.75 in per capita 
to the UAW; and from 25 cents 
to $1.25 to the strike fund. 
Members had been paying a $1- 
a-month special assessment to 

_ the strike fund, so that the actual 
cash increase in dues would be 
$1. The new dues will go into 
effect Jan. 1, 1960. 


Reuther told the convention that 
low-wage locals outside the union’s 
basic jurisdiction would receive 
special attention to help adjust their 
problems on dues payments and 
that the international would try to 
work out arrangements with locals 
carrying heavy financial burdens. 


After nearly a day and a half of 
discussion—with equal time for 
both sides—a standing vote showed 
about 80 percent of the delegates 
in favor of the dues proposal. A 
move to secure a rolicall vote failed 
when Reuther said that less than 
500 delegates supported the move. 
A minimum of 775 delegates was 
needed under convention rules. 


Prior to the vote, a proposal to 
hold a mail referendum failed 
when less than the required 525 
delegates supported the move. 


Mazey Backs Increase 
UAW Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey 
told the delegates that the “most 
important single thing before the 
convention” was the dues-increase 
proposition because none of the 
resolutions adopted could be im- 


plemented if the union ee the 
necessary resources, 

He reviewed the drastic economy 
measures taken by the union during 
the recession, including the layoff 
of 188 staff members, cutbacks in 
TV, radio and newspaper programs 
and staff pay cuts. The dues in- 
crease, he declared, was necessary 


over $1 million anf to provide the 
necessary services and the  man- 
power for an organizing drive. 


. Strike Fund Down 


lion since the 1957 convention and 
the strike fund had been reduced 
by about $6 million to $17 million 
at the end of August. The goal, 
he said, is a strike fund of at least 
$40 million by August 1961. 
In his keynote speech, Reuther 
declared the overriding question 
that faces the world today is the 


survival. Unless we can avoid 
the “catastrophe of total human 
destruction which the H-bomb 
and the ballistic missiles have 
given mankind the capability of 
inflicting upon itself,” wage in- 
creases and pension plans are 
meaningless, he said. 

The nation is not doing too well, 
he said, because it does not have 
the sense of urgency to “commit 
ourselves on a total basis to meet 
the complex challenge of peace.” 

We are in trouble domestically, 
he added, “because the forces of 
big business and economic monop- 
oly dominate the economic and po- 
litical decisions . . .. and big busi- 
ness continues to struggle against 
the labor movement and the people 
to deny the worker the fair share 
of the fruits of our developing tech- 
nology.” 

. Reuther urged the American: la- 
bor movement “to look deep within 
itself and find éut why we are not 
doing a more effective job.” The 
trouble is that “we have been on 
the defensive on every front when 
we need to be on the offensive,” he 
said. 

The convention, in addition to 
the dues increase, adopted a series 
of constitutional changes aimed at 
bringing the UAW constitution into 
compliance with the new labor law. 


Price-Hearing Agency Asked 
It adopted also a wide-ranging 
series of resolutions including one 
calling for creation of a price-hear- 
ing agency “to make the public 
interest effective in the area domi- 
nated by private pricing decisions 
now made irresponsibly by a few 
large corporations.” 

Re-elected with Reuther and 
Mazey were the four incumbent 
vice presidents—Richard Gosser, 
Leonard Woodcock, Norman Mat- 
thews and Pat Greathouse. 

Four or five additional vice pres- 
idential nominees declined and the 
four were elected by acclamation. 
Reuther’s nomination touched 
off a 15-minute demonstration com- 
plete with noise-makers, cap pis- 
tols, confetti and balloons. 


Monroe Unions Give 
Free Polio Vaccine 


Monroe, Mich.—Free polio. vac- 
cine-has been provided for all chil- 
dren in Monroe county by the 
County AFL-CIO. More than 350 
children have received their first 
two inoculations at the Philip Mur- 
ray building here, with the final 
shot scheduled for February. 

The county’s doctors and nurses 
donated their services for the clinic 
and the AFL-CIO unions pur- 
chased the vaccine afd met other 


costs. 


to wipe out the UAW deficit of |8 


Mazey said the net worth of the |? 
union had declined about $8.5 mil-|J 


struggle for peace and human ; 


conduct of the political parties.” 


¥,% 


SOME OF THE 2,500 DELEGATES to the Auto Workers convention | in Atlantic eCity are shd : 
during their deliberations. At the right of the podium in the white shirt (standing) is UAW P 
Walter P. Reuther. At left is Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey. 


UAW Delegates Urge Mobilization! 
Of Political Liberals Next Spring 4 


Atlantic City, N. J—The Auto Workers: have called for mobilization of labor, farm and o he 
liberal forces in the spring of 1960 to fight for “liberal principles and policies in the platforms @ 


The 2,500 delegates approved a resolution calling on the AFL-CIO to “explore with otf 
groups the possibility of calling a national conference” of such organizations prior to the 


major party tonventions. 
Adoption of the resolution fol- 


_}lowed a long debate during which 


delegates indicated their dissatis- 
faction with the record of the first 
session of the 86th Congress. A 
minority assailed the Democratic 
leadership and called for formation 
of a third party as the answer to 
the reactionary coalition in_control 
of Congress. 

The overwhelming majority of 
delegates supported the general 
principle of working for a “realign- 
ment of political forces in America 
now.” The convention - adopted 
resolution declared: 

“The liberals and the labor move- 
ment must carry this struggle (for 
a liberal program) through the con- 
ventions next July.” 

The intensive political debate 
at the UAW’s 17th convention 
preceded the appearance of three 
potential Democratic presidential 
candidates invited to discuss the 
issues of 1960. Two potential 
Republican candidates invited to 
address the. convention declined, 
pleading other engagements — 
Vice Pres. Richard M. Nixon 
and New York Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller. 

The Democrats appearing were 

Senators John F. Kennedy (D- 
Mass.), Stuart W. Symington (D- 
Mo.) and Hubert H. Humphrey 
(D-Minn.). 
Kennedy, appearing first, said 
he came as a friend of labor, that 
he has never “concealed nor apol- 
ogized for that friendship and I do 
not intend to start today.” - 


‘Not Enough Friends’ 


He urged labor “to read care- 
fully the record of the last Copn- 
gress,” which would show not that 


‘|the labor movement “has been let 


down by its friends,” but that labor 
“did not have enough friends.” 

Discussing the labor bill, Ken- 
nedy said that with the votes of 16 
more progressive Democrats or Re- 
publicans in the House and two 


would have been different.”: _ 

He warned that for the “last 
seven years” the country has “ex- 
perienced a government frozen in 
the ice of its own indifference” and 
it is vitally necessary to rewrite the 
record. If the Democrats lose one 
more decisive election, he said, 


| there will be “eight more years of 


more in the Senate “the whole story 


| standing still, eight more Bray 
years.....” 

Symington attacked the Eisen- 
hower Administration on its han- 
dling of the steel strike and its anti- 
inflation campaign. 

The President, he said, saw no 
national emergency when thou- 
sands of workers - were enduring 
payless paydays and hardships but 
the moment the “great corporations 
liquidated their inventories” he dis- 
covered a national emergency and 
invoked the Taft-Hartley Act. 

On the inflation issue Syming- 
ton charged the Administration 
with talking out of both sides of 
its mouth, terming wage in- 
creases inflationary but pushing 
up interest rates and the price of 
money and aiding the amassing 
of unprecedented profits, both 
basically inflationary. 

The Missouri Democrat tagged 
so-called “right-to-work” laws as 
“refined and polished methods of 
breaking unions” and pledged his 
uncompromising opposition. He 
declared that collective bargaining 
is the main reason we have the fin- 
est standard of living in the history 


of the world and opposed anything 
that would weaken it. 


Assails T-H Use 

Humphrey, also speaking on the 
steel strike, declared that the use 
of a Taft-Hartley injunction “would 
be plain, ordinary, old-fashioned 
strike-breaking.” 

He assailed the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration as a “no-go, go-slow, 
not now, veto and injunction gov- 
ernment,” adding that the Presi- 
dent “has become so accustomed 
to vetoing bills in Congress he 
thinks he can veto... a strike by 
American workmen to get a little 
more of the steel dollar out of 
profits and into wages.” 

Outlining a program for liber- 
a) legislation, Humphrey told the 
convention “if we Democrats 
don’t go out and fight for this 
kind of a program in Congress in 
January we don’t deserve to win 
in November.” 

The Minnesota Democrat 
stressed the need for civil rights 
legislation, calling for a “real” bill, 
not a “toothless, token bill intended 
as a trap for unsuspecting voters.” 

In the debate on the political 
resolution and the record of 
Congress, Vice Pres. _Leonard 


Woodcock declared the delegates 
were reflecting “the frustratigg 
and resentment and bitterness 
that the labor movement and ti 
nation feel because of the denial 
of the mandates of the AmemaE 
can people given less than oneal 


= 


fp son 


et? 


Woodcock read the legislati 
history of the new labor law 
declared that of 181 representativé 
endorsed by labor in 1958, 
16 voted against labor’s intereml 
and that only two of 23 sena 
supported by labor did not 
with labor on the key votes. 

Woodcock reminded the de® 
gates that in the House-Senate com 
ference committee the labor &@ 
was “substantially modified in of 
interest” because of the fight mai 
by Kennedy and Sen. Pat Mc 
mara (D-Mich.), Woodcock sail 

“You have a right to feel bittey 
but don’t let them fool us. Domi 
let them turn us against ourselVaaal 
because that is exactly what tiem 
(the anti-labor forces) want.” 

The answer is more and mom 
political action, he said, to assul€ 
more friends for labor who will 
stand “with us.” 

The resolution warned of @ 
new activity by big business in & 
political arena, adding that “if @ 
people’s interest is not to face # 
severe defeat in 1960” organiza 
labor and its allies must organia 
in every precinct. 

As to the record of the first sa 
sion of the 86th Congress, the cow 
vention found major defeats @ 
the UAW’s 41 items in its 19% 
legislative proposals. The conver 
tion called on the Democratic pat 
ty “to prevent the dishonoring” # 
campaign promises and laid out® 
31-point program for top priomy 
in the second session. 
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